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tion. Regretiable as it is to have to say it,
we shall find out whether the thing is good
or bad only by trying it; and only by fail-
ing shall we be able to find it ont. No
economist I have ever read but has agreed
that it is a false economie principle. Yet
the ignorant people—ignorant, I mean,
only in this one narrow scnse—have de-
vided that it shall be the settled policy of
Australia, and in consequence Govern-
ments, Ministers and members of Parlia-
ment have to earry on the policy. We have
for long complimented ourselves on our
high standard of living, but it ecapnot
possibly last much longer unless we over-
turn that great fiseal absurdity, protection.
T have pleasure in supporting the motion.

On motion by Hon. C. F. Baxter, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.5 p.m.

Legislative Hssembly,
TWednesday, 10th August, 1927,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—TAXATION, ALLOWANCE,

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Premier: 1,
Is he aware that the maintensnee allowance
for farm hands under the Workers’ Compen-
sation Aet is 30s, but for taxation purposes
only 20s.7 2, Will he instruct the Taxation
Nepartment te remedy this anomaly?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (for
the Premier) veplied: 1, Yes. 2, iNo, there
is no anomaly. The Taxation Department
allows taxpavers (employers) the actual
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eost of their employees’ maintenance where
proper accounts are kept, or 20s. per week
for maintenanee where no agcounts are kept.
These provisions apply to Federal and State
income tax, and have never been objecteld
to by employers or employees.

QUESTIONS (2)—VERMIN ACT.
Ronus on 1 ild Dogs.

Mr. LINDSAY asked the Hon. H. Mill-
ington (Honorary Minister); 1, On how
many wild dogs was bonns paid? 2, How
much wasg paid for the years 1924-25 and
1925-2619

Hon. H. MILLINGTON replied: 1,
1924-23, 8,910 wild dogs were destroyed, the
honuses for which amounted to £3,219 15-.
2, 1025-26, 6,028 wild dogs were destroved,
the bonuses for whieh nmounted to £2,3%1
15s,

Standard Fence.

Mr. RICHARDSON (for Mr. Latham)
asked the Hon. H. Millington (Honorary
Minister) : Will he give detailed specifica-
tions of a vermin fence that will satisfy
the Chief Inspector and enabie him to issve
a certificate of exemption from vermin tax?

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: replied: The
Chief Inspector will grant exemption frowm
the payment of the vermin tax if the fenee,
as per details hereunder, is erected by the
settler :—*A substantial fence with posts not
more than 15 feet apart, hung with rabbit-
proof nretting 42 inches wide, mesh not
arcater than 1% inches, und not less than
18 zauge wire, with not less than 6 inches
of the netlting perpendicular in the ground.
Above the vabbit netting sheep or dog net-
ting 3 feet wide to he hung with a final wire,
making a total height of six feet. The final
two feot of the fence must lean outwards
at an angle of 45 degrees,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
accordance with the Aet,

Hon. H. MILLINGTON:

That is not in

Tt is.

QUESTION—BUTTER, PRESERVA-
TIVES.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for
Health: 1, Has he noticed that Britain has
prohibited the sale of buiter containing horie
or other preservatives? 2, Will he obtain
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from the British Ministry of Health the
reasons for the new legislation? 3, Do the
Health Department helieve that the sale of
butter containing preservatives is having a
bad effeet upon the health of the people in
this State?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH replied:
1, Yes. 2, The chief reasens which brought
about the prolibition—(a) that butfer couid
he marketed in a wholesome condition with-
out the aid of preservatives if proper meth-
uds of manufacture were adopted; (b) that
the unneeessary use of preservative was not
in the best interests of either the produeer or
consnmer, 3, It is generally recognised that
the use of preservatives must interfere some-
what with the digestive juices, and that
wherever possible fond should be supplied in
its natural state. The Department consider
that unless the use of preservative is abso-
lately essential, then it showld not be per-
mitted, and further, that it should be ineum-
hent vwpon manufaciurers to  demonstrate
that after the adoption of proper methods
of manofacture, the use of prescrvative is
still necessary. A number of firms in Aus-
tralia are now marketing butter that does
not eontain any preservative.

QUESTIONS (2)—RAILWAYS.
East-West Ectension to Fremantle,

Mr. NORTH asked the Premier: 1, Have
any negotiations taken place recently be-
tween the State and Federal Governments
for the extension of the BEast-West railway
to Fremantle? 2, \What are the prospeets
of the line being commenced hefore the State
reaches its centenary?

The MINISTER ¥OR JUSTICE (for the
I'vemnier) replied: 1, No, 2, This eannot i-e
determined at present.

Fruit for Refreshment Rooms.

Mr. SAMPSOXN asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Ts he awave that last season
the Vietorian Railway Department stored
G.000 cases of fruit for wse in its vefresh-
ment rooms, and that in the present season
it plans to store 18,080 cases? 2, In view
of the splendid oprortunity that the State
railway vefreshment rooms offer for the con-
sumption of locally grown fruit, will he con-
~ider the introduetion of a similar scheme?

The MINISTER FOR RATLAVAYS re-

phrd: 1. Yes. 2, Refreshment vooms are
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leased in this State, and fruit is obtainable
at all the prineipal rooms. There is no neces-
sitv to store fruit.

Alr. SAMPSON:: Storage would encour-
age consumptiaon,

QUESTION—WATER SUPPLY,
GUARANTEES,

Mr. SAMPSOX asked the Hon. J. Cun-
uinghamn (Honorary Minister): In view of
the undertaking that when income balanced
expenditure guarantors of the Darlington
and (Hlen Forrest water supply would be
relieved of responsibility, will he advise—
(a) The annual amount of guarantees;
{(b) Details of depurtmental ecosts and
eharges; (e) If receipts from charges,
apart from payment of zuarantees, do not
already equal outzeings when is it antiei-
pated the seheme will become self-support-
ing and the guarantors released?

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM replicd: (a)
£136 10s. (b) Interest £810, sinking fund
£203, total £1,073: maintenance £296,
local management £45, sundry erreditors
£11, total £352: expenditure 1926-27,
£1,425, (¢) Revenune 1926-327, including
guarantees, £1,214; loss for vear 1926-27,
£211:  aeccumulated defieit to 30/6/27,
£1.078; the department is not able to say
when the seheme will become self-support-

g,

LEAVE OF ABBENCE.

On motion by Mr, Panton, leave of ab-
sence for 14 davs eranted to Hon. A,
MeCallum  (South  Fremantle) on  the
ground of ill-health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sixth Day.
Del ate resumed from the previous day.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [441]: After
having sat for three vears in this Honse
T feel better able to deal with questions
that are likely to reccive the attention of
the Governwment than [ was when [ first
entered the House, Thercfure, I am afraid
that the address I propose to deliver will
be not only short but perhaps more prosaic
and ecommonplace than were the remarks
I made as a new member. After spending
a few vears in this Chamber we realisc
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that it is very hard to get anything done
when it involves expenditure and especially
if there is any opposition to the proposal.
Consequently one must of necessity be
thankful for small mereies, and if he ean
suceeed in accomplishing so much as get-
ting regulations slightly amended, it is
something of an achievement for a mem-
ber of the Opposition. We on this side of
the House have no power to affect the
progress of the State in any way whatso-
ever. [ think a reeord was established at
the recent elections by the fact that only
three of the former members are wmissing.
That is an extraordinary commentary upon
the attitude of the people of this State.
Personally, I read it to mean that they are
satistied with us and have returned uns for
our individual efforts rather than on the
seore of strong party feeling. I take it as
an indication that we have been returned
to speak and act for the districts we repre-
sent rather than as members of a strong
party machine, whereas in the past party
considerations have heen strongly in evi-
dence. Aunother reason may be that the
people have more at heart the progress of
the State than strong party measures. For
that reason, perhaps, the life of our Par-
liaments is a little too short.

Mr. Marshall: There were two members
wlom the electors did not have an oppor-
tunity to return.

Myr. NORTH: In the first year Ministers
are able to do little more than familiarise
themselves with their duties; in the second
vear they begin to get their programme
into full swing, and iv the third year they
lhave to make preparations for the ensuing
clection battle. [t so happens this time
that since thev have been returned they
will be able to do things which, from their
own point of view, they have left undone
during the past three vears: in other
words, they will get n six-years fenure of
ofice. I am sorry for that, of course, from
the Opposition poliey point of view; but T
consider that it is a great thing for the
State, in one sense, to have a Ministry in
the saddle long enough to really give effect
to what it believes in, so that in the long
run the people themselves will have a
definite choice to make and there will be
no question at the end of the six years as
to whether or not there should be a change
of Government. Coming now to a few
parochial matters [ said T wish fo speak
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about, the first one is an extremely humble
little matter, yet one that is on every-
body’s lips—I heard the member for North
Perth (Mr. MacCallum Smith) deal with
it a little while ago by way of question.
The subject is that of water supply, and
on it I would like te let a resident of my
district speak for himself. Perhaps if ig
well that oecasionally we should break
down the barrier and allow the people to
speak for themselves in this Chamber. A
few weeks ago I received a letter contain-
ing the fellowing passages—

In ecommon with two mnecighbours I had a

meter installed by the Water Department dur-
ing last year. Sincc then I have written to
protest against the extraordinarily extravagant
readings as set forth by the meter inspector.
I find, too, that the neighbours mentioned
above have protested in similar terma.
My correspondent points out that he has had
83,600 gallons registered in a few weeks, and
that he has no redress. He complained to the
department, and the department’s veply was,
“If you pay 10s. 6d. we will test your
meter.” This has happened several times,
and (heve is no redress.

Mr. Panton: Your constituent has my
svmpathy.

Mr. NORTH: It is diffieult for a member
of Parliament to deal with all these matters,
but 1 wrote to my correspondent and said
that upon the meeting of Parliament T would
bring the matter up for consideration. My
sugwrestion in regard to water supply gener-
ally is that the meters are not worth the
money they cost and ave not checking the
snpply of water, but arve inflicting undue
hardship on those persons in whose premises
they have heen installed. The member for
North Perth in his election advertisements
stated that he was in favour of the abolition
of meters. That strikes me as an excellent
plan, becaunse the meters now in use are not
renlly sufficient to affeet move than ahout
a third of the econsumers, and it is very hard
on that one-third to be penalised. Further,
it is hard upon the people to pay inspectors
to wo around inspecting meters and installing
new anes when the instruments are known to
he ineificient. In the Iong run do the meters
control the use of water? Personally, I have
seen more water wasted in the streets by
burst mains than ean possibly have been
wasted by consumers, Again, T have had
three meters installed on my premises in
four years by the department. Those three
meters have heen put there because the meter



(10 Aucust, 1927.]

in use for the time being would not register
enough, was not doing its job. Such things
cost the people a great deal of money. I
have never had a charge for excess water in
all my years. My suggestion {o the depart-
ment is that the meters should be removed.
Generally speaking, the meters are known
to be an inaceurate sonrce of registration.

Mr. Marshall: YWhat would yon suggest?

My. NORTH: To abolish the meters alto-
zether, and to employ departmental officers
who now go round fooling.with meters to see
that there is no wasle. Where there is waste,
the resident, whoever he is, should be fined,

Mr, Marshall: Would you favour a flat
rate?

My. NORTH :
the block.

Mr. Marvshall: That would come hard on
the people with small dwellings.

Myr. NORTH: Those people to-day have
no meters, and that is one canse of trouble.
The ecapital cost of the meters, of course, is
terrifiec. I made this same point last session
in regard to electric meters. In the depart-
ment to-day therc are certain officers who
have, I believe, put up the snggestion that
meters should be abolished, as being a waste
nf money and not worth their salt, and also
as not cven restricting the waste of water.

The Miniser for Mines: I would not like
people to he left withoul meters in the hot
weather. In that ease, many people wonld
never get any water at all.

Myr. NORTH: That 1s where the inspec-
tors would come in. They eould go round
and check waste wherever it might ocenr.
Now I eome to the second subject T wish to
speak about, and that is in connection with
a little swamp of water we all see on the sab-
urban line to Fremantle, called Bufler’s
S\\'amp.‘ The level of that swamp is rising.
In Subiaco there is a similar sheet of water,
but I understand the member for Subiaco
{Mr. Richardson) has taken sfeps to deal
with that through deep drainage. I am
anxious to make use of the Subiaco drainage
seheme for the little swamp in the Claremont
area, Butler’s Swamp. Tt could he done hy
installing & small pump which would raise
the water a little and so cause 1t to rum
through the Subiaco drain into the sea. At
the cost of a very few pounds, it is said, the
lake could be emptied by a small pump. I
shall bring the matter up again later. The
regidents are most anxious that the trouble
should be dealt with. Water can be lifted

Yes, based on the size of
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now at the cost of a penny per thousand
wallons, and if the couple of million gallons
in the lake were got rid of, the land could
be made available for a small group settle-
ment.  Whereas the drvainage of Herds-
man’s Lake cost £89,000, in this case the
necessary cxpenditure has already been in-
curred in the form of the main drain running
from Subiaco to the sea, and passing within
a quarter of a mile of Butler's Swamp. Thus
the dwstriet could be relieved cheaply. I may
add that the matter concerns many residents
with beautiful land, and T trust the de-
partment will give the guestion favourable
consideration. Another matter I wish to re-
fer 1o is that two or three years ago I dif-
fidently suggested in this Chamber that the
Health Department shonld notify the symp-
toms of ecertain diseases, so that the public
in the enrly stages would know they had
them. In this way many lives would be saved
and the overerowding of hospitals minimised.
[ am glad to observe that the department
have posted notices in regard to the symp-
toms of eancer on railway stations and else-
where, in faet all over the place. Medieal
practitioners know that both cancer and con-
sumption can be cured in practically every
ease if only people will notify the symptoms
in the early stages.

Hon. G. Taylor:
though.

Mr. NORTH: My point is that, gencrally
speaking, people do not know what the early
symptoms arc. We are not all doctors or
experts. As T mentioned a few years ago,
a man walked into my office in Fremantle,
and T noticed that his voice was hoarse and
that he shuffled out with a little cough. In
ten days that man was buried. He was found
to have galloping consumption, and he had
been walking around Fremantle with gallop-
tng consumption for about five months, no
one any the wiser, not even himself. I
thevefore now ask the department fo con-
sider the advisableness of posting the early
symptoms of tuberculosis in the same way as
they have posted those of cancer. To me
there seems te be a missing link between the
cxpert knowledge of the speeialist in regard
tn eanecer and consnmption on the one hand
and the people on the other hand. Medieal
practitioners econtinually state that peo-
ple sufferinge from these diseases can
he eured if only theyr will seek medical
advice in the early stages. We have
the pieture of Thospitals overerowded

That is the trouble,
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with hundreds of cases of eancer and tuber-
eulosis. The missing link I refer to could
well be supplied by posting up information
concerning the early symptoms of the dis-
ease, 50 that people may know where they
are, Those who have made a study of the
subject doubtless do know. Probably every
member of this Chamber kuows that loss of
weight, sweating at night, and other things
are the early symptoms of tuberculosis, and
that these symptoms, if treated, can be re-
moved. But the average man who has to
carn hig living does not know this. He
knows what hor=¢ will win next Saturday.

The Minister for Mines: Not too many
men know that.

Mr. NORTH : I do think it is Lime to tvy
to improve our civilisation and the health
of the people, and to achieve those other
great ideals which are put forward frowm the
platform at election time. The erux of the
matter is that the hospitals should be
emptied by reason of the pcople baving mor:
knowledge of the first symptoms of disease.
Another matter ig that people ought to have
a real knowledge of what they should eat.
1 guarantec there is not any home in this
State, or perhaps any adult person, with
the knowledge of what shonld be eaten over,
say, o week’s period for the sake of health.
All my life T have heen frying to find out
what is a perfect diet, and I eannot get the
information. Mrs. Farrelly tells us we
should eat brown bread. There t3 room four
usefnl work by the Health Department, who
have the necessary knowledge, but sit baek
on it, watching the struggling masses going
te their daily teil and getting what they ean
for a shilling or twe in the restanrants or
taking home what they buy in the sheps
withont Lknowing anything abonut what iy
good for them.  The Health Departinent
know, and I think it up to them to produce
and publish a basic diet. We have n basic
wage, which is talked about all over the
country; but what do we do with that basie
wage? Probably half of it is spent for
foods whieh probably we do nof need. Most
likely people in general do not know which
are the best foods for the body. The time,
I think, has come when in the Arbitration
Court and eclsewhere, when in the homes of
the people and in public places, information
will be posted up by those who knew—the
Health Department—what really is a basic
diet for the inhabitants of Western Aus-
tralia. Then, in dealing with their weekly
wage in their schedule of expendifure. they
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may, if they want to, have that real sarplna
to which they are eatitled over and above
the cost of their food, clothing and amuse-
ments. At present the average home prob-
ably spends 15s. per week more than is
necessary on food, through ignorance of the
value of varions foodstuffs and what they
are for. I do not grudge the expenditurc
of that money. 1f the people want to have
what are yveally Inxury foods, let them buy
thems in preference to other luxuries; but
the knowledge | have indicated has become
essential, and the experis of the Health De-
partment should promulgate it. People
should be informed what is the basie diet
for a white person living a normal life herc.
Very few people, I guarantee, possess that
knowledge to-day. [ merely put up the
suggestion for the consideration of the
Minister for Health.

Hon, &. Tayler: Yon are not looking too
well yourself.

Mr. NORTH: Now [ come to what is per-
haps the most harning yuestion in the dis-
triet 1 represent—the tuxi question. A mo-
tion has been tabled for the disallowance of
certain regulations, but 1 may be in order
in dealing with the matter briefly now. The
object of the motion is not to injure the taxi
services, but merely to voiee a protest against
the action of the Government in issning,
through the Rontes Advisory Committee, 1n-
structions for the use hy taxis of eertain
voutes which are not now heing used by
thern and which have never been used by
theme. The time has come for the House to
eonsider the advisableness of continning the
nppeintment, through the Minister, of a
Routes Committer having power to regulate
routes withoul regard to the business value
or puying capacity of the traffic. How eould
they say whal wag payahle with mercly a
charabane adviser on ihe Advisory Com-
nittee? Nol one of them enn be in a posi-
lion to say what wiit be a payving route un-
less they have gone over the taxi route for
somwe considernble time and collected the
fares.

The Minister for Railways: They are eon-
cerned about the public safety.

Mr. NORTH: Exaetly, and not about the
convenience of the people.  An interesting
foet regarding the two rontes, the one goinz
from Perth to Cottesloe through certain
local streets, and that from Perth to Fre-
mantle, which is to start from Bazaar-
tevrace, right away from the existing ter-
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inus, and conclude at Fremantle miles
way from the present terminal point, is
ant the taxis have been allowed to run over
he routes for many months without being
nterfered with. XN accident has ocenrred
long the routes. The local antherities have
one to considerable expense in improving
he streets along which the taxzis have
ravelled. The Claremont Counecil and the
ottesloe Council have spent thonsands of
wounds in tarring the surface of those roads.
n Perth the taxis were given a stand by
he City Couneil and they have been using
hat stand in St. George’s-terrace all thesc
1onths. The Mayor of Cotteslee and other
wominent gentlemen have been working for
ronths o get the existing route perfected.
That route has given satisfaction to thou-
ands of people, and the railways made
wndsome profit of £30,000 during the lasi
inancial year. Tt seems curious that several
nonths after the eleetions are over, the
routes shonld be interfered with and the
onvenience of the public absolutely ignored.
n place of the routes that the people have
wecome accustomed fo, new routes are speci-
ied that are not wanted and will be ineon-
‘enient. I am astounded that the Minister
hould allow the bus routes committee to
‘unction in that way. Their action means
hat people will not be able to patronise the
axis as conveniently as they have during
he past months, nor are these new routes
lesired Dby them.

Hon. J. Cunmingham: The committee is
wrely advisory, and the Minister has to deal
vith these matters.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Then we shall
have fo get vid of the Minister.

My, NORTH: When the Advisory Com-
nittee was formed, it was never expected
‘hat the Minister would he able to deal with
11l these matters, and naturally it was reeog-
sised that the matter would be laxgely in
‘he hands of the Committee, but it was
iever anticipated that such things as have
appened would he permitted. T would not
slame the Minister for the position, but
prefor  to deal with the Committee.
Who are those members? The Committee
:omprises representatives of the railways,
-he tramways, the charabancs, and the loeal
wuthorities, and the police.

Hon. J. Cunningham: How can you im-
prove upen that?

Mr. NORTH: The Committee has done
what was anticipated. The Government
sfficials predominate and naturally they lean
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towards the railways. Through their repre-
sentative, the charabanes have got their word
in, with the result that the buses are still
to be permitted to run to Fremantle from
their stand in the Terrace, and the taxis have
been pushed off and are to be compelled to
slart their trip to Fremantle from Bazaar
Terraer, n sland that no one wants, and
whieh will be convenient to no one. If any-
one could show me seriously that we had a
trafic probfem in Perth, 1 would be pre-
paved to listen to him. If anyone has visited
the big cities of the world, or even Syd-
ney, they must realise that we have no traffie
problem here. We do not know what it
means. To say that taxis are not to be
aliowed to start from the Terrace where they
are eonveniently situated for {he purposes of
people who live 20 or 30 minntes away from
the railway line, and ecan enjoy a privaie
ride home in a motor car for 1s, is meost
unfair. The Advisory Commitlee should not
have that power.

The Minister for Railways: But there are
about. 600 routes.

Mr. NORTH: I an not objecting to all
the other routes and all the other regula-
tions. 1 am merely takinyg exception to the
two routes 1 have referred to. On the Cot-
tesloe route there are cight taxis running.
Those vehicles give a fuarter-hour service to
upwards of a thousand persons who live 25
minntes or more or less away from the rail-
way fine, I sapnot understand how the State
can possibly benefit by serapping those eight
taxis or by foreing them off the route they
have been accustomed to travel over, I cau-
not see any object whatever {0 be achieved.
It seems most unfair and unreasonable. 1
have not heard o single word to justify the
actions of the Advisory Committee, I hope
the House will agree at a later stage to turn
down thesc routes in favour of those the
people desive. Certainly it cannot be said
that any danger exists, hecause the taxis have
run over the existing routes; that is proved
by the faet that there have been no aecri-
dents. TDuring the course of this dispute
the two sections that have not heen con-
sulted are, on the one hand, the local auth-
orittes concerned—the Perth, Claremont,
and Cottesloe Councils-——and the general
public on the other. JIn foet the general
publie have no say at all.

Hon. J. Cunningham: The general public
are represented by the Poliee and by the Min-
ister.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Then they are
badly represented!
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Mr. NORTH: it is unfair to expect the
Minister to go into all the various rontes in
order to determine which will he a paying
route, and so forth.

Hon. J. Cunningham: There are more
than the taxis interested in the question. The
State has an interest in it.

Mr. NORTH : The railways made a profit
of £30,000 last year, and the department is
doing good work, The trains are fully laden
up to 9.30 a.m. and after 4.30 p.. During
those peak periods the railways do very well,
1t is ridiculous to say that the trains suffer
becanse eight taxis ply during the slack part
of the day to provide a quarter-hour service
for a lot of people living away from the
railway line. At the same time it is said
that those people, curiously enough, are
lurgely the supporters of the present Gov-
ernment.  The time has come when publie
departments, like the Traflic Department,
should not allow nine months to elapse be-
fore interfering with a route over which the
local anthorities have spent a considerable
sum of money, No such department should
be allowed to foree the taxis on to other
roads that are full of pot-holes and so on,
making the traffic more dillicult that ever.
As to the railways themselves, the objection
raised at the outset when the dispute eom-
menced, was based on the fear that the rail-
ways would lose some of their profits. Just
as that attitnde was adopted at the outset,
so it is to-day regarding the charabancs.
The representative oo the Advisory Com-
mittee, Mr. Irvine, has joined with the re-
presentative of the railways and adopted a
similar attitude. There is a sort of unholy
allinnece between them. The taxis now find
that they are up against vested interests,
and so the work of the Advisory Committee
is largely in the interests of the Minister for
Railways and the vested interests repre-
sented by the motor buses.

The Minister for Railways: [ have notling
to do with it.

My, XORTIl: But the Minister has his
representative on the Committee.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: The hon. mem-
ber was referring to ihe Commissioner of
Railways.

Mr. NORTH: Seeing tbat the railways
have made a profit of £30,000 during the
vear, it cannot be said that they ave inter-
fered with very much. We know that the
railways are largely for the purpose of
earrving wheat and superphosphate.
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The Minister for Railwnys: If that wen
so the freight eharges would have to be eon
siderably inereased.

Mr. NORTH: 1 would like to ask th
Minister if he can tell us what the profits m
the railways between Perth and Fremantl
amount to. I am told that passenger traffi
over the ratlways is never profitable unles
the system is eleeirified. Alter all, it is th
freight that makes the railways pay. W
know that the permanent way from Mid
land Junetion to Fremantle is really ther
to earry wheat and superphosphate. If th
department is able to carry heavy passenge
traffic during peak times, they should b
satisfied to alter the system during the mor
slack periods. The authorities would be wel
advised to cut oul some of the trains tha
are run afler 9.30 a.m,, and provide a quar
ter-hour service with single motor coaches
This would he suflicient to cope with th
traffic during slack times. One eoach eouls
be run at a time, and that would prove ade
quate. T would like to know if it is no
possible to separate our paying lines fron
our poliey lines. Al present the railway:
ave run entirely in the interests of freigh
and we wonld like to know just where the
loss is. The system, apparently, is that al
poliey lines have to be earried by those thai
show a profit. Tf we could separate the
policy lines from those lines showing a litth
profit, then we would know where we stood
It would be possible for the Commissioner
spend money that would have the effeet of
improving our system. He would then show
& profit of, say, £560,000 by means of putting
the business on a sound basis, and eould ask
Parliament for a cheque for £30,000 o
£40,000 to make good the losses on the poliey
lines.

The Minister for Railwavs: And ask: the
Treasurer to please inerease taxation to gol
it. Where wonld vou get the money?

Mr. NORTH: 1 do nol pose as an exper
but T have listened to what people have said.
1 have discussed it with railway men and
have read artieles on this topie. T believe
that our poliex lines are justified, but that
our syvstem shonbd be brought up to date
I believe it would be far better if the de-
partment were te draw upon latter-day in-
ventions nnd provide the metropolitan area
with an improved serviee. That eould he
brought abouf in many wavs. One is by the
introduetion of subwavs and hetter methods
of ticket collection. Another way would he
by the provision of modern petrol or Diesel
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coaches for use during the slack period.
If this and other things were done, the Com-
missioner could say, “If I ean show a profit
of £50,000 on my metropolitan lines, and a
few other profits in other parts of the sys-
temm by modernising the system, and if I
shall not be checked by Parlizment, I might
Just as well do so.”” To-day what he says to
Parliament is, “We need to spend a few
milliens on this, that and the other”; and
so Parliament says, “You will get praetically
notbing for the most part, and your demands
will he ignored.”

The Minister for Railways: That is not
0.

My, NORTH: 1 do not say the present
Government have not done o good deal; but
as the result of running together lines that
do not pay and lines that are profitable,
there are repeated refusals by Parliament
to the demands of the Commissioner. In
conscquence we are prevented from bringing
our railways up to date. Particnlarly does
this apply to the suburhan lines.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : Youn would have
no Perth at all if you had not the hack
country.

Mr. NORTH: That is so. I faney that in
Vietoria they keep the business lines and
the poliey lines separate.

The Minister for Railways: They
£100,000 per annum for those lines.

Mr. NORTH: It really seems that in the
metropelitan  service they are holding on
to the existing plant and sitting back be-
cause they know that Parliament will nof
authorise the expenditure of a couple of
hundred thousand pounds that might bring
in £50,000 per annum. They know the pro-
position would be turned down.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : No, it wouldn’t.

The Minister for Railways: No, my word,
it wouldn’t, They had nearly half a million
last vear to spend on the system.

Mr. NORTH: What [ am trying to show
is that there is a tendency on the part of
Parliament to keep down expenditure, be-
cause we look at the whole load, the seventy
million load of taxation on our shoulders,
the twenty millions en the railways and the
tremendous load involved in carrying those
non-paying lines. If fhe Commissioner
could show that he required £30,000 per an-
num to maintain his policy lines, and could
show a profit of say £100,000 on his profit-
able Jines, it would be better if he were an-
thorised to use his profits in improving the
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system and eome to Parliament for a grant
for the policy lines,

The Minister for Railways: Where wouid
Parliament get the money?

Hon. Bir James Mitchell: We are pay-
ing into the sinking fund.

Mr. NORTH : However, the subject is too
wreat to go into fully just now. Later on
I will get the facts together and put them
up under a speecific motion. I brought it for-
ward to-day hecause of the diffievlties of
this taxi-charabane business. Tt is very hard
that the Government or the department
should prevent private enterprise from as-
sisting us wlen, apparently, we eannot find
money to improve the railway serviees.

Hon. J. Cunningham: We are not doing
that. We are merely preseribing routes.

My. NORTH : The preseribed routes have
never been examined as to whether they will
pay, whereas the exisiing routes are of
very great convenience to the travelling
public, 1t will be a sad day for the people
when the Government drive a very useful
serviee {from the roads. I now come to the
suburban side of this question. After all,
apart from the State attitude in regard to
the railways being depreciated through the
use of the charabanes and taxis, we have
another peculiar problem tonched upon last
night by the member for Swan (Mr. Samp-
son), I am referring to the manner in
which the suburbaun roads are to be main-
tained in future, I have here a letter from
one of the local authorities, of which there
are five, in my electoruie. This is from the
sceretary of the Claremont Road Board,
and it rends as follows :—

Dear Sir, At the last meeting of this board
I was instructed to ask if you could kindly
cull for n return to be presented showing
traflic fees collected in the mretropolitan area
during the last three years, the cost of ad-
ministration, and how the balance is allocated.
The board considers this information should
be supplied to local authorities, as they have
no knawledge whatever of the method of dis-
tribution. During tlic financial year 1925-26
this board received over £1,000 from this ae-
count, but during last ycar, when the fees
eollected should have heen considerably more,
it received £200 less.

More roads are required, for we have more
taxis, more charabanecs, more cars, while
the local authorities are receiving less and
less money to spend upon the roads.

The Minister for Railways : All the
money provided for the purpose goes into
roads of some sort.



206

Mr. NORTH: I am ouly trying to raise
the point that the local authorities are
going to be throttled becanse no flexible
financial position has been devised to cope
with the increased expendifure upon roads.
We have Federal roads and State roads.
Miillions of pounds are te be spent upon
country roads. Side by side with that need
we have the fact that the local anthorities
are groaning under the weight of the im-
mensely inereased burden of maintenance
of taxi and charabane roads. There are
only two alternatives, hoth of them un-
palatable. One is that when the promised
municipal Bill comes forward it shall be
made possible to increase rates, There should
also be a similar provision in the Roads
Act, Some of the boards to-day are
rated to the very limit, and still
cannot keep their roads going. The other
alternative is to formulate a scheme under
whiceh the loeal authorities can amalgamate
for the purchase of road-making plant.
The cost of that plant is so great that it
will "be necessary for local authorities to
amalgamate in its provision and share its
nse. That is another way of saying that
they will have to inerease local areas for
administration for the purchase of plant.
I have discussed this with various mayors
and councillors in my district. They say
there must be some money diverted from
the petrol fund to the loeal authorities
within the metropolitan area for the pnr-
pose of maintaining reads. We cannot
compare the position here with that in the
0ld Country where, instead of the local
anthorities rating up to 3s. or 4s. in the
pound, as is done here, they rate 10s.,, 12s.
and even 13s. in the pound.

The Minister for Railways : And their
mofor license fees are double ours.

Mr. NORTH: That is so. Consequently
their problem is relatively simple. Unless
the Government are prepared to arrange
some new amalgamation of areas—for in-
stanee, in my clectorate there might be one
ecommon centre agreed npon. Of conrse T
am speakng for the purposes of road-
making plant only, not for general ad-
ministration. God forbid that I sheuld
suggest any alteration of boundary; that
is for the Minister. But we might possibly
sngeest a scheme of amalgamating three or
four local aunthorities for the purpose of
purchasing plant. They could then get a
modern plant, sueh as we see used in the
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city, which would do good work., .Another
expedient would be to try to divert some
of the petrol money. That money is grow-
ing. We have just as much right to main-
tain the roads in the city and suburbs as
any other roads. It is of no use saying we
are going to get better service from cars
by providing improved roads to .Albany
and other places, if those ears are going to
he rvattled to pieces on the suburban road-.
Now that the elections are over and there
is not much party excitement, it will be a
ereat opportunity when the munieipal Bill
comes nlong to see if we cannot arrange
some easy way for the local authorities to
be given a fair chance to make roads, and
not, ag at present, continue to live in a
nightmare of overdrafts and inefficient
plants, hearing rumours of marvellous
Wing’s highways in the wilderness while
in the metropolitan area there are not even
the means to rate the people to get suflfi-
cent money to do necessary work. I think the
problem could be solved. Motor sales are in-
ereasing tremendously and it should be sim-
ple, really, to devise some means of follow-
ing that increased trade and from that try to
find the necessary money for the Jocal
authorities. Thus the roads in the metropoli-
tan area ecould be made as good as it is pro-
posed the roads shall be between Perth and
Albany within the next few years. In eon-
clusion, I wish Parliament a suecessful run
and bope we shall be able to do some use-
ful work. The public have now sent us
back with only three new members, which
I think affords a good opportunity to do
some good personal work for Western Ans-
tralia and get rid of the party stuff that
is dragged out of the box at election time.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. F. Troy—Mt. Magmet} [527]1: I am
sure I am stating what is generally
helieved by hon. members when T sav
the progress of the State is more directly
affected by the aetivities of the department
T have been called upon to administer than
by those of any other department of the
Public Service. I am glad to say the record
of the Lands Department is one of pro-
gress. This year, with the areas under
erop, great results are expeected. Up to date
the season has been almost ideal. I douht
whether for many vears past the State has
heen s0 blessed with a season as with the
season we are now experiencing, From
north to south of the State, and from the
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Indian Qecean to the South Australian
horder, with the exception of one or iwo
localities, the season promises better than
any of its predecessors. That is a very
fine thing for Western Australia. May ii
long continue. Tasi year the season was
a very good one, except in one or two
localities where the production of wheat
was not as greal as had been expected.
At the =ame time it was a remarkably good
season. The season produced 30,041,783
bushels ot wheat, which was a record for
the State, being 9,570,606 bushels more than
the yield of the previous year, and 6,154,356
hushels better than the record established
in 1924-25. This year we have an additional
400,000 acves under wheat. I confidently
believe that we shall preduce this year at
lesst 35,000,000 bushels of wheat. That
will e another fine record, and will seareely
be the last record we shall make, beeanse
I anticipate that in the years to come the
State will be producing between 50,000,000
and 60,000,006 bushels.

Hon. G. Taylor: Theve is nothing to stop
it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: These
are the great expectations we have. I am
privileged to be associated for some

time with the department whose aetivities
mean s¢ much for the future prosperity of
Western Australia, The average wheat
vield for the State was high last year, when
compared with the past averages of the
Slate, namely, 11.68 bushels per acre. It has
heen exceeded only once sinee 1920, namely,
in 1925 when it was 12.79 bushels. We
have much to do in order to raise that State-
wide average to something approaching the
average production of the greafest whent
produeing States in Australia, namely, Vic-
torin, New South Wales, and South Aus-
tralia,  Compared with those States our
average is not very high, and it remains for
the Department of Agriculfure and the Par-
liament of Western Australia to preach un-
ceasingly to the people that the important
thing is not so much acreage as production.
The whole attention of our produecers should
be directed to making this country yield as
wmueh as it ean under the best conditions.
It we aim at this 1 feel sure that our State-
wide average ean be increased within the
next year or two. I am satisfied also that
¢cven the Department of Agrieulture ean
pay more atlention to this aspect of produc-
tign, Its officers who are oceupied with duties
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Lhat are not essentinl to a proper serviee
to the State might devote more time to
traversing the eountry and preaching in-
crensed production and so bring about
# pgreater State-wide average yield. To
indicate how far we are behind the Eastern
States, way I say that in Victoria, according
to the figures for 1924-25, the average pro-
duetion of wheat was 17 bushels; in New
Sculh Wales it was 16 bushels, and in South
Australia 12 bushels; and in Western Aus-
tralia onr highest average was 12 bushels.
There is no reason why we sheuld not reach
the slandard obtained in Vietoria. Last year
the acreage planted for wheat in Western
Australia was 2,574,000 acres. 1f we in-
crease the average yield by only 1 bushel
per acre, at a value of 3s. 8d. per Lushel
this wonld mean additional weallth to the
value of £729,000. But we can do much
more than that. I feel sure that within the
next 1¢ years our average will have been
raised to 15 bushels, and that wiil mean mil-
lions of additional wealth coming to Western
Australia. Qur wheat producers have also
had an excellent time during the last 13
years, not so much in respect of the vrices
they have received, as in respect of the
seusons they have cxperienced. Since tle
drought broke in 1915 there has not been a
bad season in the wheat belt. Tt is truly
remarkable that in other counfries where
wheat growing is extensively engaged in,
the experience is five good seasons in suc-
cession, with an oeeasional break by way
of drought, or some other condition detri-
mental to wheat growing. Since 1920
farmers have received a reasonably good
price for their wheat. That is what has
made the wheat belt. When I hear people
asking what has made the wheat belt, I say
that if it had not experienced these good
seasons, and wheat had not reached the
wood prices paid for it during the last seven
vears, there would have been a different
tale to tell in the matter of production and
the prosperity of our farmers. We
have had excellent seasons and good
prices. Before the war wheat was selling
at from 3s. 2d. to 3s. 6d. per bushel, but
in 1920 the price received hyv the farmers,
afler all deductions had been made, was 8s.
10V4d. per bushel. In 1920-21 the price was
8x. 4¥%d., and since then the prices have
ranged from 4s. 114d. to 5s. 8d. That is an
expericnee that has never before oceurred
in this or any other State except during a
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most exceptional season, and then only for
2 short time. These are the factors respon-
sible for the building up of the wheat belt.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: There are disad-
vantages too. Yon could not compare pres-
ent-day prices with those reeeived in 1913,
and present conditions with the conditions
of those days. ]

Mr. Davy: And you could not compare
present prices with those received 100
vears ago.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 am not
attempting to do so. There are disadvan-
tages, but the advantages far outweigh the
disadvantages.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: iNot far.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is no
nge saying that, because I know to the con-
trary.

Hon. (. Taylor: So do other people.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I some-
times hear people talking about hard times
on the wheat belt, the price of commodities,
and the worries of the farmers. Any maon
who has farmed his property properly, and
has reasenahly decent land, must have made
money in Western Australia during the past
eight years.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Undoubtedly.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Good
seasons, good prieces, good land, and good
scttlers lhave made the wheat belt.

Mr. Davy: No one more deserves the pro-
fits than the farmers.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I will
not acknowledge that. T do not say that any
man who goes on the land and takes all the
risks of the business, particularly those who
went through without knowing the possibili-
ties of the land, and who were ignorant as
to the rainfall, and took the thing on as a
gamble, deserve all they get in the way of
profit, Wheat farming was a gamble. No
one knew how it would turn out. 1 do mot
care how wise people pretend to be now, in
the old days people did not know whether
the far-eastern wheat belt had a rainfall
sufficient to enable wheat-growing to be
carried on. In the enrly stages these areas
were affected by drought. Many of the set-
tiers walked off their holdings, and many
others would have walked off had it not been
for the assistance rendered to them by the
Government. The whole thing was a gamble,
Those who remained on the land and per-
severed deserve all they got in the way of
prosperity. The same thing ocenrs in every
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other walk of life. There must be a tim
when success follows in the train of ever
industry, If a man perseveres and sticks t«
his task, and ultimately attains success,we al
say he is entitled to the good things tha
come to him. There has bheen considerabl
activity with respect to the areas alienated
and which bhave from year to year beet
brought under production. In 1920 the ave:
alienated under CP. and H.F. condition:
was 1,368,000 acres, in 1921 it was 1,726,00¢
acres, in 1922 it was 1,922,000 aeres, i
1923 it was 1,826,000 acres, in 1925-26 i
was 2,022,000 acres, and in 1926-27 i
was 2,177,000 acres. There has been ar
almost continuous increase in the mar
ter of applications for lund, and in the
amount of land allocated to settlers 1
this State since 1920. That is substantial evi
dence that the country is being developed
The land laws demand that it sball be de
veloped. It is a good augury that our pro
duetion will rapidly inerease, as it is n
creasing, and, as all the available land ir
Western Aunstralia is biought under settle
ment and produetion, I ean see very pros
perous times ahead of the State, provided
it is handled well, as it is being done by
the present Government,
Mr. J. H. Smith: That is a question.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No State
in Australia, and probably no country in the
world, assists its settlers as is the case in
Western Australia. In every way assistance
is being given to them. The progress mads
in the wheat industry could not have beer
brought about except for State assistance
The only place wheve assistanee has noi
been given is in the areas represented by
the members for Mcore and Irwin, These
areas, unfortunately, did not receive the
the stimujus given to other arcas. Had it
heen possible to give Lthose areas the same
(iovernment assistance that was given to
others, they would have been, as they are
destined to be, the foremost mixed farming
districts of Western Australia. I do nat
wish to make invidions distinetions, or to
draw upon myself the wrath of the mem-
hers representing Jocalities like Bruce Rock
aand Wryaleatchem,

Mr. Latham: T have been waiting for
that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There is
no doubt that the Midland areas, zenerally
speaking, have given the highest yields in
the Btate, and in my opinion are destined to
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e the most productive mixed farming
ireas in the State. That will be evidenced
nore and more as the years go om.

Mr. Mann: They are the most suscept-
ble to rust.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Many
¢ttlers are demanding a lot of assistance
‘or the development of their areas, and
he State has given it to the nimost of its
apacity. Members will know that in
wder to assist settlers to carry stock in
he wheat belf, which they were unable to
lo owing to the depredations of dingoes, a
-ousiderable amount of wire netting was
dvanced to settlers on easy terms., Under
he Commonwealth wire netting advances
cheme, money was made available without
ayment of interest for a number of years.
he first advance represented 1,899 miles of
rive netting, costing £87,000. The State
ander the 1926 Act has advanced to IS
pplicants 1,813 miles of wire netting at
. eost of £82,000.

Hon. G. Taylor: In which vear was that?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It was
dvaneed under the Wire Netting Act, 1926,
'hat is evidenee that settlers are availing
iemselves of the advantages of the Aet, and
1ere should be a great number of settlers
1 the wheat belt in the position, very soon,
y carry large numbers of sheep. That will
;ll further enhanee the value of their as-
ot, and it will also be an advantage to
Vestern Awstralia by reason of the increased
weep and wool production. The assistanee
iven by the Agricultural Bank last year
n improvements, stock, machinery, ete,
nounted to £383,251. That amount is £229,-
)0 in excess of the total advance in 1921. T
1 not making this eomparison for the pur-
ose of making it appesr that not sufficient
as advanced in 1921 ; I am merely quoting
e figures to show the progress that is being
ade. The greater the amount of settlement,
e greater will be the preduetion and the
‘eater need will there be for the bank to
ake advances. In conuection with elearing,
Jtivation, ringharking, fencing, draining,
e sinking of wells and reservoirs, efe., the
Ivances made by the bank in 1921 totalled

30,604, whilst last year the amonnt was
16,000. In each successive vear there has
en inereased expenditure.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What about the
ar 19237

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In that

ar the amount advanced was £282,504. In
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1924 it was £307,362, in 1925 £201,039 and
last year, as I huave stated, the figure was
over £316,000. I have here the figures of the
loans repaid, but I have not the details. In
1920-21 the amount was £168,574, in 1921-
22 £172,397, in 1922-28 £145973, in 1923-24
£192,163, in 1924-25 £178,575, in 1925-26
£265,157, and in 1926-27 £339,142. That
gives us a total of £1,461,980, It is a happy
thing that settlers are making these pay-
ments, because it is evidence that they are
earrying on a prosperous industry, The
amounts advanced by the Industries Assist-
ance Board show a decrease, and that too,
is a happy state of affairs, and proves that
the formerly assisted settlers are getting on
their feet, and are able to leave the board.
It is interesting to know that the Industries
Assistance Board has advanced the settlers
£11,373,406,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: And how much
of that has been paid back?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No less
a sum than £9,682,389. There is still out-
standing a total of £2,455,170 after charg-
ing up interest und writing off bad debts.
Against this figure the proceeds collected
to date from last season’s crop are held in
trust pending distribution, and these amount
to £574,205.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Of course the
farmers have a lot of assets.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The fig-
ures speak for themselves; they are an in-
dication of the progress that is being made,
and also that the position of those people
who were assisied by the Industries Assist-
ance Board is financially sound and that they
have been able to repay the Government a
considerable portion of the advance made.

Hon. SBir James Mitchell: That is the tru-
cst form of co-operation.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And a
most sueeessful form, too. There has been
advanced to soldier settlers apart from the
advances I bave mentioned, a considerable
snum of money, and I am glad to say that
soldier settlers in many districts are so well
established that they have been able to repay
their advances {o the Treasury. Last year
the payments made amounted to £230,98S.
The total repayments made by soldier set-
tlers amount to £1,000,000. In the wheat
areas particularly—] regret that T cannot
speak so well about soldier settlement in
other parts of the State—in the majority of
instances the soldiers have been very sue-
cessful.
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My, Latham: There have been very few
failures.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Western
Anstralia’s losses in respeet of soldier set-
tlement have been considerably less than
those in any other State of the Common-
wealth, The explenation is simple. In this
conntry there was an abundance of land
available for settlement, and that land was
secured at a reasonable price. In the Eastern
States the demand that existed for land
created a fictitious value, and the purchase
price was far beyond the eapacity of the
man on the land to meet. (onsequenily
there has been great trouble in the Eastern
States; therc always will be trouble where
land values are greater than the producing
value. Hon. members frequently talk about
enhaneing land values and deplore the fact
that the value of land in this State is so low.
I hope land values will never become loo
high in Western Australin. Tmmediately
they become high, it will be a bad lookout
for the person who goes on the land. There
will always be a prosperous, contented, and
progressive people when the margin between
_ the cost of production and the value of the
produets is bhig enough to enable the pro-
ducers to carry on suceessfully. It will be
a bad thing for Western Australia if our
land values become so high that the man who
secures an area is not able to make the
successful living that he anticipates. The
ereation of high land values in the Eastern
States is largely responsible for what is
known as the Paterson butter scheme. It
is eclaimed that that scheme has conferred
a wonderful advantage on Australia. Tt is
a levy on the people, a tax on the econ-
sumers, just as if the Government had im-
posed on them a form of taxation. Tt takes
fwo millions out of the poekets of the people
of Australia, and that money is handed over
to a body of producers. That imposition is
due to land values in the Eastern States
being too high. When the war was over the
price of butter was 2s. 6d. per 1b. Land was
purehased for soldier settlements at a
high value whereas it was nol of that
value. Now ‘the butter producers, by
reason of the scheme, are able to
carry on and meet their liabilities. They
had reached that stage when they had to
cast ahout for means by which the position
in which they found themselves might be re-
lieved. The meaus were found, and now the
consumer is paying. - A pool was created and
the price at which butter was fo be sold
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was fixed, It is 3d. a lb. dearer than it
ought to be, and that 3d. a b, as I have
already said, takes out of the pockets of the
people of Australia over two millions sterl-
ing. That kind of thing will be continued
wherever land values are excessive.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: It is due to the
tarift.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I ecan
see in foture, if the consumer does not wake
up, he is not going to have too happy a

time. 1 admit that the same principle
applies to the dried fruits industry.
Legislation had been passed in South

JAustralia and Vietoria, ereating a pool,
Our dried fruit produmets were exported
lo the Eastern States and were com-
mandcered by the Dried Fruits Board. This
hoard iook ounr fruits as their products and
disposed of them as they thought fit. Then
they threatened us that if we did not pass
the legislation desired by them, thev would
swamp our markets. We were thus com-
pelled to do so. I appealed to the Federal
Government and pointed out that what was
lreing done was against the letter of the Con-
stitution. The Federal Government, how-
ever, did not reply to my communications,
The Federal Government, of course, werc
behind the boards in the Eastern States and
were not anxious to express an opinion, Now
action is being taken to eontest the legisia.
tion passed by the State Governments in the
other States and an appeal is heing madc
to the Privy Council. T never approved of
the dried froits legislation of the othel
States,

Mr. Davy: You rightly apologised when
you introduced the Bill last session.

The MINTISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, an(
the hon. member pointed out the defects ir
it. Tn that legislation T provided that if the
people of this State were unduly exploitec
T could wipe out the Dried Fraits Roare
with a stroke of the pen. If it is desired t
bave legislation to create food monopolies
then it ix reasonable that a ecase should by
stated first and the need for legislatior
proved. The reason for the Paterson butte:
scheme was that the dairy farmers in th
Eastern States could not make a living, anc
at bedrock he cannot mnke a living becaust
his land costs £60, £70 or £80 an acre, ans
s not worth it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Because of flu
tariff,

The MINIRTER FOR LANXDS: No. Th
other night the Leader of the Oppositior
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spoke of Lismore, New South Wales. 1
lived there prior te coming to Western Aus-
tralia and my people are still there engage.l
in the sugar and bulter industries. I can
speak with first-hand knowledge of Lismore.
In that magnificent tract of country, carry-
ing probably the higgest rural population of
any similar area in Australia, pioncered and
settled over 80 years ago, where Nature is
most abundant, where the soil is very fertile
with s rainfall of 80 or 90 inches distri-
buted over the summer and winter months
and enjoying a tropical heat something
like that of Carnarven, I was surprised to
find that all the new settlers were having a
bad time. The new settlers could not pay
their debts, bhut the old ssttlers were on
velvet, What was the reason? The old
settlers were not penalised by high land
values. Those in frouble were people who
had bought in at high prices, and they will
vontinue to be in trouble beecause, nn matter
how good the land is, they cannot produce
heyvond its capacity.

Mr. Davy: Do you suggest there shonld
le & commission to fix the price of land?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If it is
reasonable that the worker should go to the
Arbitration Court and have his wages fixed
on what it eosts him to live, it is not right
that other sections of the community shonld
he able to create a monopoly and fix prices
without going before some tribunal, stating
their case, and proving it. I made very close
inquiries at Lismore hecause the Paterson
scheme was diseussed at the Brisbane con-
ference. I found that the settlers in the
Eastern States are still furiher penalised by
the high land values, because the local tax-
ation is based on the alleged land values.
The land tax is assessed on the selling
value and not the producing value of
the land. In my opinion, if 1s a had
thing for a country when the land values be-
come too high, because the people are then
subjected to unfair conditions and all sorts
of attempts nre made by Parliaments and
parties to find a remedy without getting
down to the basie evil. The whole trouble
with the butter prodeeer in the Eastern
States is that land was purchased for re-
patriation purposes at ioo high a valuation.

Mr. Davy: Youn cannot remedy that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Probably
for a few years the price of land will eon-
tinne to inerease. The butter producer at
present is doing very well with the loading
of 3d. per It. and, as a result of that, his
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land values will mount stili higher. When
another man seeks to purchase, up will go
the price again. 1 often wonder where this
is going to end. I am glad that land values
in Western Australia ave Jow. The fact that
they are low and that our land is productive
is the reason why we are receiving so many
inguiries from the Eastern States for land.
Never a day passes without my receiving an
inguiry from the Bastern States, inquiry
from men with capital of £3,000, £4,000,
£5,000, desirous of settling their sons on tha
land here. They can get land in the East-
ern States, but not at a price that will
permit bf the parchasers making a profit and
living under conditions which a man should
enjoy in this or any other country. I sup-
pose it seems peculiar to some members that
T should be deprecating an increase in land
values, but I have seen the man who has to
struggle in order to pay the high land values,
and T know what the struggle means. Tt
reacts on his development and character, and
the results are bad for the individual and
the State. I want

to see our pro-
ducers bigger wmen than are those in
the KEastern States and enjoying finer

opportunities, because that makes for hap-
piness and contentment. It is a matter for
congratulation that the flocks depastured in
the State are inecreasing. Tast year the
number of sheep totalled 7,436,312, and this
vear and next vear I expeet a very substan-
tial inerease as a result of the magnificent
season extending north and south over 1,000
miles of territory. T look forward to a suh-
stantial inerease not only of flocks, but of
wool production. In 1920 the value of our
weol was £2,186,547; in 1923 it was
£4,134,645, and in 1926 it was £3,124,507.
In 1923 the fignres reached high-water mark,
but that was due to the exceptional prices
obtained for wool.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The decline in
1926 was partly due to o bad season in por-
tions of the North.

The MINISTER ¥OR LANDS: Yes.
This vear I think we shall have a much
higger e¢lip, and will rapidly make good
that loss

Hon. G. Tavlor: There has been a great
improvement in the nuality of the wool.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
rumber of cattle has decreased, due to the
bad times experienced in the North. because
the eattle business is not profitable. There
has also been a deerease in the number of
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horses, I regret thiy, because I do not think
wa have yet reached the stage when we ean
do withont horses on the farm. Many
farmers are purchasing tractors, but I think
horses will always be required on the farm.
In vears to come manufacturers may pro-
duee a tractor that will be fool-proof, if I
may so deseribe it, but for all that I think
the most economical farm work is that done
by the horse teams, For this reason I should
like to sce more horses, particularly draught
horses, bred in the State. There is a very
good market for them at present. I intend
to ask the Treasurer to provide a sum of
money this year for the importdtion of
Clydesdales for the State farms. It is im-
portant that this industry should not be
neglected

Hon. G. Taylor: Do you intend to im-
port brood mares?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No,
stallions.
Hon. Sir James Mitehell: The only de-

cent horse T saw at the country shows I
attended was the State-owned horse,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: On the
stations in the North and North-West a fine
class of horse used to be bred, but most
of those stations are now carrying sheep.
There is a demand in the market for horses
which at present are bringing very high
prices, and I hope that the breeding of
horses will he earvied on again on a large
seale.

Mr. Ferguson: The best of them are pur-
chased and sent fo the Eastern States.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: We bny
large numbers of horses from the Eastern
States. I should like to know what it has
cost this State for Eastern States horses in
recent years.

Mr. Latham: .\ tremendons amount.

The MINISTER 1'OR LANDS: We have
fo pay a high priee iov them, a price in
excess of their value, but we must pay it
becanse we must have the horses. Regard-
ing fruit, last yvear we obtained a record
crop of between 700,000 and 800,000 cases
of apples. The fruit was of excellent
quality and sold at remunerative prices.
The quantity exported was a record, fotal-
ling as it did 600,000 eases. Fifty thousand
cases wete sent to the other States of the
Commonwealth. The value of fruit produc-
tion, chiefly apples, in 1920 was £705,658;
in 1923 it was £564,615, and in 1926 it was
£728,565. There has been a great demand
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for our frnit in the Eastern States this
year,

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: It has brought
over £1 a case.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In addi-
tion to realising a good price there, West-
ern Australian apples still bring the high-
est prices on the overseas markets. If the
producers of fruit continue to receive those
high prices, the industry should be con-
siderably enlarged, A little while ago I
was speaking of the butter industry, and
criticising the Paterson scheme., The mem-
ber for Guildford (Hon. W. D. Johnson)
said the disadvantages of production were
much greater now than they were prior to
the war. I admit that to some extent
they nre.

Mr, Lindsay : The index figure shows
they are.

The MANISTER FOR LANDS: I think
we all admit that, but still our product is
now of much higher valne. Members will
probably be surprised to learn that the
average price of butter fat prior to the
war was 114, per lb. In 1919, when the
States were engaged in repatriating the
soldiers, the price was 2s. 6d. per 1b. On
that market price land was repurchased in
the Eastern States for the settlement of
men in the dairying industry. The average
priee of butter fat-during the last five
vears has been 1s. 614d. per Ib., while the
present price is 1s. 7d. That is nearly 100
per cent. in advance of the pre-war price.
The outlay on a dairy farm cannot he com-
pared with that on a wheat farm, and pro-
vided the land is reasonably productive, T
think dairy farmers ocught to be able to
make a reasonable profit when they receive
nearly 100 per cent. more for their huiter
fat than they did prior to the war.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The industry
ts worth two millions more to Victoria
than is wheat.

The MINISTER FOR TLANDS: Of
course; there are more people engaged in
it. For my part I would rather grow
wheat. There has heen an increase also
in our butter produetion. In 1923-26 we
produced 3,201,727 1bs. and in 1926-27 we
produeed 3,750,000 1bs, or 500,000 Ilbs.
more than in the previous year. The pro-
duction of <cheese has inereased from
3,818 lbs. in 1923-26 to 23,500 lhs. last
vear. It is encouraging to know that every
industry shows an inecrease, and T expect
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15 a result of the work in the South-West
hat a much greater inerease will be re-
orded in the next few years, The time
should be at hand when the increased pro-
luetion of butter fat will enable ns to
wertake the importations from the East-
rn States. Another index to the progress
>f the State is found in the production of
sotatoes. In 1923 the value of the potatoes
oroduced was £149,510, while last year it
was £245,679, a remarkable increase.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We are now
»xporting some potatoes fo the Eastern
States and obtaining a good price for them.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
30,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m,

The MINISTER I'OR LANDS: I should
like to say a few words ¢oncerning experi-
mental farms generally and the Muresk
College before I complete my remarks on
the progress of land settlement and agri-
sulture in this State. As members know,
the Government during the last Parliament
xstablished a number of experimental farms;
ane at Salmon Gums in the Esperance
wrea, one at Ghooli, east of Southern Cross,
nd another at Bampawah, east of Peren-
jori. These farms are now in process of
development. Al Salmon Gums 200 acres
are already under crop. I have not been
ible to visit that farm, but T conclude that
it ought to be within a fairly safe zone for
yroduction. It should be an important
wheat-producing centre. The object of
sstablishing an experimental farm there is
0 prove to the settlers how land should
e cultivated, and to provide seed wheat for
the local seftlers. A mapager was ap-
rointed last year, and the farm is beiny
aroperly equipped. At the farm east of
Southern Cross a similar area of country
15 been cleared, and 150 acres are under
fallow. We did not attempt to put in a crop
n the first year. Our object is not to
farm on methods that might be suitable
n other parts but would not be suitable

n the drier areas. We hope fo show
farmers how the land should be eul-
tivated wunder those particular condi-

tions. Rather than put a crop in doring
‘he first year we fallowed the land, and the
farm will be conducted entirely nnder fallow
-onditions. We wish to set an example to
people in the district, and do not wish ii
‘0 be said that the department took risks
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when putting our erop in. All the eountry
in the Southern Cross and Bullfinch areas
will bave to be cavefully farmed under
fallow conditions, I hope that agricul-
ture there will prove a success, for that
is where the foture extension of land
setflement must take place. If we set the
example there and farm under the best
conditions applicable to such distriets, and
follow the best practices adopted with su
much sitecess in the drier areas of the
Eastern States, we ought to get good
results.  With the example that we set
and the opportunities given to seitlers
of seeing the demonstrations made on the
farm, we cught to he able to establish the
Southern Cross area, and all that country
towarls Ravensthorpe, as suecessfully as the
rest of the wheat belt has been established.
At the third farm to which I referred we
have let a contract for the clearing of 25¢
acres. I think the rainfall on the outer
edge of that locality is better than it is at
Southern Cross. The records taken at the
Warriedar State battery for 10 years are
very satisfactory, As one travels east
towards the Murchison one reaches shallower
country, where the settler will not be able to
conserve moisture.  In distriets where the
land is patehy, where there are a few hun-
dred acres of heavy land and a few thousand
aeres of other types of land, we shall have
to male the areas bigger. In most parts of
this country water can be obtained in great
aquantities at shallow depths. The basis of
operations will be to start off with, say,
a few hundred sheep and gradually bring
the best parts of the land under cultivation.
With fodder ¢rops it would soon be possible
to increase the flock to respectable dimen-
sions,  Wheat growing eould come later,
and so ultimately the area would be sueccess-
fully developed. It may be necessary to
cstnblish two more experimental farms,
especially if we wish to extend our agrieul-
taral development into the still drier areass.
1 am not in aceord with those people who
say that rainfall follows population. That
is a ridienlons dictum. As population ex-
pands nore people will settle on the country
where, from experience, they will know how
best to make use of the rainfall they get.
By conserving the rainfall in the dry areas
as the settlers in Victoria and South Aus-
tralia do in their dry areas, we shall bring
these distriets into productivity, but we must
find out what the best methods are to adopt.
I do not say there are not advantages
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peeuliar to some climates ond soils. In
the areas with a lower rainfall these factors
are not important when it comes to the ques-
tion of wheat growing. It is possible to pro-
duce a crop of wheat on a rainfall of six
inches or less, provided the rainfall is spread
over the growing period, and the wheat is
sown on fallowed land. Lf the same rainfall
were obtained in the Avon Valley avea, L
doubt whether the farmers would get more
than sheep feed from their erops. 1 was
very interested in the experiments that are
being conducted at Kalgoorlie by the De-
poartment of Agrieulture. With a rainfall
of three inches spread over the growing
period, as much as five bushels to the aer:
was produced there. I was surprised fo find
that this was f.a.q. wheat. It was as perfect
in the grain as any produced in the Keller-
berrin or eastern wheat belts. There may be
something in soil and elimatic conditions
that assists in the growing of such wheat.
He would be a eourageous man who would
define the limits of our wheat areas. A
great deal of experimental work yet remains
to be done by the Government fo determine
how far the wheat areas can be extended.
There is no doubt that expansion must take
place east of the Wongan Hills railway and
extending north towards the Murchison rail-
way, a5 well as on that belt of country
south from Southerm Cross towards Ravens-
thorpe and then aeross te Salmon Gums.
There is a fairly extensive area of eountry
there suitable, I think, for wheat growing.
My hope is to have that area surveyed and
brought under settlement as soon as pos-
sible. We ought to push our experimental
farms out towards and beyond the Esper-
ance Northwards railway. I have discussed
with some members of the Migration Com-
miltee on their visit to this State the ad-
visahility of assisting us with finance in order
to conduct cxperiments in those distriets,
preparatory to developing them. T believe,
if the Commonwealth would help us to es-
tablish experimental farms there, very much
good could be achieved. We could employ
migrants there, those who were fitted to be
so employed, and after five or six months’
training they would be in a far better posi-
tion to take up land for themselves than
would otherwise be the case.

Mr. Thomson: That is a good idea.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
matter has been viewed in a favou-abls light,
and it is yet posible that we muy he able
to establish experimental farms in areas that
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are now far removed from settlement, an
in a much shorter time prove their valu
from the point of view of produetion.
freguently see statements in the Press !
the effect that people in the Kastern Stat
ave looking to the West for land. I am it
undated with demands for land. I reeeiv
lelters from people in the Eastern Statt
with eapital who want to come here, If
thousand blocks of land were thrown ope
for selection to-morrow, and a month’s noti
were given, I helieve there would be 5,00
applications for them.
Mr. Lindsay: For wheat land?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 hay
asked the Burveyor General to make ever
effort to find land for settlers. We hay
discussed the loealilies where such lam
might be fortheoming, and the Survey¢
General has received instructions from n
te lose no time in elassifying the land an
making it available. We can make use ¢
money that comes to us wnder the migratic
agreement, provided the money is ufilise
to ihe best advantage, and we can obta
suitable land for settlement, If we ean ¢
this, I have no doubt we shall be able -
seltle many people within the next few yea
I am depending upon the Surveyor Gener
to tind the land. YWhen he does go I sha
soon create the organisation to deal with |
1 hope to have plenty of land availab

for people from the Kastern Stat
who bhave capital of their own. W
shall not, of comrse, give them pr

ference, but 1 wounld welcome people fro
the other States with capital, particular
the young men who have just eome out of tl
agricultural colleges and have had expe
ience of dry farming conditions along t
Murray River and in South Australia, Wi
the knowledge that these young men posse:
they would afford a splendid example to t
local farmers who ave settled around the

Hon. Sir Jumes Bitehell: Our young m
should have Brst claim upon any land th
18 available.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And th
are going to get il. [f we can get the lai
there will be room not only for our ov
veang men but for those T have referred
from the Eastern iStates, whose knowled
and expericnce would be of such gre

value to other goung men settl
around them. Murcsk  College w
opencd last year by the Premi

There are now 45 students in attendanc
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lhe rejuests tor enrolment far exceed the
wailable accommodation, and the Govern-
nent are making provision for the erection
f additional space. Members kunow all
thout the eolleze so I will make no further
efevence to it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It & a well
nanaged institution.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. [
1ave had a talk with some of the students,
vho tell me thexy like Mr. Hughes because
1e is so striet. That is a very fine thing
¢ be said of him. A man in his position
reqquires to be strict. I helieve Mr. Hughes
vill render valuable service to the country.
He is a man with strong personality and
rreproachable character, and has a wonder-
‘ul influence over the young men under
M5 control. T mnow wish to Tefer to
the Vermin Act. Many complaints were
made during the last election concerning
its operations. T might have left my col-
league to deal with the matter, but for the
fact that the Act was passed while T was
Minister in charge. Members during the
slection made much ado about the inci-
dence of the vermin rate. They talked
ahout it as a ereat hardship, as one of the
most distressing impositions that the Gov-
ernment could have brought about.

Mr. Latham : There are two
rates in existence.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T am
not gointg to be led off the track. Members
were in the House when this legislation
was enacted. Tt could not have been
passed without the consent of both Houses
of Parliament, It was asked for by the
Pastoralists’ Association and the Primary
Producers’ Assoeiation.

Mr. Thomson: Not on the lines on whieh
it was passed.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In April,
1923, at the request of the Pastoralists’
Association the Minister for Agrieulture
arranged that the Director of Agriculture
and the Chief Inspector of Rabbits shonld
meet the assoeciation and discuss the pro-
posed Bill to amend the Vermin Act. Tt
was ascerfained that the pastoralists de-
sired (1} a uniform bonus on dingoes, (2)
a uniform rate to be charged on all pas-
toral holdings, (3) a maximum rate to be
fixed, (4) no portion of rate to be devoted
to the destruction of rabbits. On the 27th
September, 1923, a letter was received from
the Pastoralists’ Association requesting—

vermin

215

{1) That a uniforn: rate be struck throngh-
out the pastoral and agricultural areas on
nnimproved land values for the destrue-
tion of all vermin; (2) a central board to
he formed; (3) the rate to be determined
by the ecentiral board subjeet to the ap-
proval of the Minister: (4) the central
hoard, if funds were reqnired, and with
the approval of the Minister to have
power to levy a uniform rate on all lands
not exceeding a penny in the pound on the
unimproved value; (3) the Government to
contribute pound for pound.

Hon. Sir James JMitehell: From whom
is that letter? ’

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS : From
the Pastoralists’ Association, who 1 may
sav have never taken exception to this
legislation. A letter dated the 15th OQeto-
ber, 1923, was received from the Primary
Producers’ Association.

Mr, C. P. Wansbrough :
blown out last year.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But the
hon. members cvoncerned so often changed
their minds that what they really want is
not known to the Government. On the
15th October, 1923, a letter was received
from the seeretary of the Primary Pro-
dueers’ Assoeiation in which he stated that
the amendment to the Vermin Bill had re-
ceived consideration by his executive who
recommended— (1} A uniform rate to be
struek through the pastoral and agricul-
tural areas on the unimproved value to pro-
vide for bonuses for the destruetion of
wild dogs, foxes and eagles, (2) a eentral
hoard to be formed; (3) the rate to be
determined by the central board subject to
the approval of the Minister, the money
not to he used for the destrncton of rab-
bits, or for the upkeep of fences, or the
ercction of fences; (4) the central board
to have power to levy a uniform rate not
exeeeding a penny in the pound on the
unimproved value and the Government to
contribute pound for pound.

Alr. Thomson: That wag three years be-
fore you introduced the Bill, though.

The. MINISTER FOR LANDS : That
was the only request received from the
Primary Producers’ Association.

Mr. Thomson: We opposed that.

The MINISTER FOR TLANDS: Of
course, beeause the hon. member opposes
everything in the nature of taxation. The-
nssociation asked for a rate of one penny

That was all
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in the pound to be levied on the unim-
proved value. I had deputations from the
association and others asking for this
legislation, and I said to them, “It is no
use levying a small rate, because it
will be ineffective,’’ and the deputation
agreed with me. So the legislation was
passed by this House with several amend-
ments. To my great surprise, during the
election I found the people who had asked
me for this legislation condemning the
Government for having proposed it at
their request.

Mr. C. P. Wansbrough: We contended
that the rate should be fixed.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We fixed
the rate at the request of the Pastoralists’
Association—a balfpenny on the agrienl-
turist and a penny on the pastoralist.

Mr. Latham : And yon got £34,000
whereas you had only spent £3,000 previ-
onsly.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If any-
body badly needs that expenditure, it is
the persons represenfed by hon. members
opposite.

Mr. Lindsay: Buf they are paying the
money.

The MINISTER FQR LANDS: The con-
stituents of those hon. members were con-
stantly complaining of the depredations of
dingoes, which prevented them from
carrying sheep. Ali the producers in the
wheat belt must carry sheep, not only to
in¢rease their wealth produetion but to
keep their fields clean. No farmer ean farn
properly under fallowing conditions unless
he has sheep to eat down the growth on the
fallow; and these men could net earry sheep
because of the dingoes.

Mr. Latham: But they are doing it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : The
Government imposed a tax, and now there
is a fund. T am defending the action of
the Government because it was taken at
my suggestion.

Mr. Thomson: What we object to is
the incidence of the tax.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
heard members ask, “Why do not those who
want dingo destruction pay for it¥” If
there is one man in this country who has
fought the dingo pest for himself, it is the
pastoralist. “Through the DBurchison, the
Gascoyne and the Ashburton, and right up
North, the pastoralist has fought the dingo
single-handed, asking for no assistance. [
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know a station on the 3Murchison where
200 dingoes were destroyed every year,
where no lambs had been produced for
five years. The returned soldier settlers in
those areas went out and destroyed the
dogs; and they are paying into this fund
now, not for their own protection but to
help the eonstituents of hon. members oppo-
site out of their difliculties. Throughout
the great pastoral areas of Western Aus-
tralia the pastoralist are paying for the pro-
tection of the constituents of hon. members
opposite.

Mr. C. P. Wansbrongh: But they are not
praying a dounble tax.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They are
paving every tax that the Legislature pro-
vides they must pay.

Mr, Grifiiths: The agriculturists pay four
times the amount,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: What is
all this trouble alkout? Let ns see what
the agriculturists actually pay. Hon.
members opposite will be surprised when
they hear it, and the farmers, too, will be
staggered to learn of the frightful impest.
I have heve fgures supplied by the Taxa-
tion Commissioner as to this stupendous im-
post. At Walgoolin the average value of
the land is 10s. per aere, the total un-
mmproved value iz £500 per 1,000 acres; and
the vermin rate is represented by the mag-
nificent sum of £1 0s. 10d. annually.

My, Latham: But they are paying another
vermin rate to the loeal vermin beard.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Qne
wretelied sheep will pay that rate yearly.
Yet this was the war cry of the election, the
vermin tax! At Kondinin the average value
of the land is 13s. per acre, and the unim-
proved vatue of 1,000 acres is £750, At
Koudinin, where the farmers cannot carry
sheep because of the dingo pest, where they
asked for protection, they pay the magnifi-
cent sum of £1 11s. 3d. per thousand acres
annually. Yet this vermin tax fignres in ten
motions on the agenda paper of the Prim-
ary Producers’ Assoeciation; its abolition is
demanded by ten different branches. Take
Trayning and ICunnnoppin, where the aver-
age value per acre is 12s. and the unim-
proved value of 1,000 acres is £600. Af
Trayning and Kununoppin the vermin rate
for destruetion of dingoes is £1 5s. per
aminm on 1,000 acres. Now take Bruce Rock,
which has a little more cause for complaint,
but eertainly not much. At Bruce Rock the
unimproved value of 1,000 acres is £1,050
and the impost is £2 3s. 94. on 1,000 aeres.
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At Kellerberrin the levy is on an unim-
proved value of £1,500 for 1,000 acres, and
it amounts to £3 2s. Gd. The Murchison
pastoralists, who fought the dogs years ago,

pay their vermin rate withont squealing

about it. When I went up for election the
pastoralists did not eppose me because of
the rate. They are paying it just as I am
paying it.

Mr. C. P. Wansbrough: Half the land
you quote has no value at all.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member does not know what T am queting.
Just imagine the stupidity of a man without
knowledge telling me that the values I am
quoting are wrong! The hon. member is
convicted of slheer ignorance. He does not
know.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But 1,000 acres
of pastoral land rented at 10s. pays only
10&.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: A thous-
and acres on the Murchison will carry 50
sheep.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: A thousand
acres of unimproved land at Bruce Rock
will not carry two sheep.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Person-
ally I pay this tax willingly. Though I have
not been afilicted with dingoes for years, I
have not squealed about this paltry tax, if
for no other rcason becanse I may he
afflicted with dingoes if the men seftled fur-
ther out do not destroy them. The farmer
is told that he has had a terrible impost
placed upen him, and bon. members who
have created that idea come to this House to
blow off steam. If they are wise men they
wil] tell the farmer that two sheep destroyed
or flve sheep destroyed in a year will mean
a greater loss than the dingo levy.

Mr. Thomson: With all your legislation
you are not able to-day to prevent indi-
vidual farmers from soffering severe losses.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have
the fund for the destruction of dingoes.
The money is not being emploved for any
other purpose. It pays no salaries. Very
little is lost in the eollection of if, because
it is collected throngh the Commissioner of
Taxation. There are no administration
charges on it. It is collected in the cheapest
possible way, and it can be utilised only for
the one purpose; and I consider that, pro-
perly utilised, it will be a blessing to the
producer.

Mr. Latham: Will the Government reduce
the tax this year?

[9]
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: So far
as I am personally concerned, no. This levy
is for the proteetion of the producers’ in-
terests, but the people who squeal eome down
to Perth and buy the best motor car on the
market without earing a rap if it costs £100
more because of the Customs duty, It is
an extraordinary thing that these people
wonld like to sweep out of existence a Gov-
ernment who pass legislation at their ve-
quest to help them out of their diffi-
culties they object to a paltry tax of,
say, £1 a year, while these same people
are apparently content to pay enormous
taxes through the Customs. On a harves
ter they may pay £30 Customs duty, on
a motor ear £10), 2nd on a tractor £150.
Seemingly all levies not imposed by the
State Government are paid willingly, while
the squeal made about this infinitesimal
levy for dingo destruction disturbs the whole
country. I pay a higher levy than the whole
of hon. members opposite.

Mr. Angelo: It is not a tax, but a contri-
bution to a fund; and the Government ought
to be nsked to get on with the job of de-
stroving the dingocs,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The only
peopie in this country who are not squealing
about the vermin tax are the pastoralists
who fonght their own battle and who stuck
to their word in regard to this matter, who
never made any complaint regarding what
they kad got. The only people who are
squealing are the members in whose de-
fence, or in the defence of whose constitu-
ents, 50 per cent. of the fund is expended.

Mr. C. P. Wansbrough: The farmers are
paying different taxes, anyhow.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I will
not approve of any further amendment of
the Act. Let it operate and let us have some
experience of it! No doubt when the mnext
election comes along, we shall hear another
war-ery beeause this one will have heen worn
ont,

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: But we shall
have another diseussion on the regulations.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
will be no regulations.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There wust be.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Premier has asked me to make a statement
regarding the group settlement scheme and
if I am a little long in my remarks, I hope
hon. members will bear with me, becanse T
do not want to make the statement again at
some future time. I want to state the posi-
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tion as I find it, and I do not desire to repeat
it during the time 1 am Minister for Lands.
Probably it may be necessary to make a few
remarks regarding the agreement wunder
which the group settlements were estab-
lished. I will deal with that briefly so that
hon. members may understand the position
under the migration agreements. The first
agreement was Inade between the British,
Commonwealth and State Governments on
the 9th Tebruary, 1923. Ii was made by the
present Leader of the Opposition and was
known as the Mitehell agreement. This pro-
vided for the ecreation of 6,000 farms in the
South-West Tivision of the State, partien-
larly the arca between the South-West coast-
line and a line drawn from Bunbury on the
west eoast to Albany on the south coast, con-
taining approximately 5,000,000 acres of
Crown land. The farms had to be settled
with migrants selected from some 75,000 new
migrants to be introduced. Tt was eventu-
ally agreed, however, to make it purely a
farm proposition by introducing migrant
families for 6,000 farms. The tatal cost was
to bhe £6,000,000, or £1,000 per farm, includ-
ing charges for supervision. The interest on
loan moneys was to he borne equally between
the various Governmenis; namely, one-third
of the eost of the loan, XNo provision was
made for any contribution towards losses or
for preparatory ftraining. The Mitchell
agreement was eventually made retrospective
to the operations of the State from the lst
June, 1922, Subsequent to this agreement
Vietoria and New South Wales made agree-
ments between the Commonwealth and Tm-
perial Governments on more favourable
eonditions than the Mitchell agreement, and
this State was promised a new agreement
with not less favourable conditions than
those given to Vietoria and New South
Wales. Considerable correspondence anl
negetiations ensued, and eventnally the Com-
monwealth completed an agreement with the
Britich Government in April, 1925, and as a
resnlt this Stale completed the agreement
with the Commonwealth on the 19th Qetober,
1925, This agreement provides for the in-
troduction of migrants at the rate of one for
every £i5 of money granted for public
works, and for every 10,000 introduced
under this heading, 3,750 must be members
of families of an average of five. Tn addi-
tion, land settlement schemes conld be ap-
proved, wherehby for cvery £1,000 a new
farm shall he created, and 50 per cent. of
such new farms must be alloited to migrant
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families of an average of five persons. It
is not implied or expressed that the £1,000
shall be the total debt charged for the mak-
ing of a farm, as in the Mitchell agreement.
The moneys to he loaned to the State under
this agreement are at the rate of 1 per cent.
interest per annum for the first five years,
and for five years thereafter the total inter-
est charges to be shared equally between the
three Governments, or the State Government
te be charged one-third of the rate payable
in respect to the loan for the seeond five
years. Provision was also made that two-
thirds of any losses incurred in connection
with the purchase of stoek and equipment
for an assisted migrant settled on a farm up
to a maximum of £200 should be paid hy

the Commonwealth Government. This can-
tribution towards losses on stock aml
cquipment is shared by the Common-

wealth and the Imperial Government, but
the lmperial Government are anxious that
that condition shall be altered so that the
Imperial Government will pay a lump sum
for all stock losses on lhe scheme. If that
new provision is agreed to the provision for
£200 will cease, There has been consider-
able correspondenee on the question of the
interest payable by extending the interest
coneession from £1,000 to £1,507), but that
has not vet been finalised.

Myr. Thomson: Will that apply to all
groups or fo sell scttlement?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: While
we arc hopeful that any new agrecment will
provide for the interest eoneession on up to
£1,500 being made tetrospective, T cannot
say that it will do so. It is possible that
provision will be made for that interest con-
vession to operate in respect of new develop-
ment. The first group settlement was estab-
lished in 1921. Sinee then the group settle-
ments  have bLeen controlled, under the
administration of the Minister, by the Group
Settlement Advisory Board, consisting of the
Managing Trustee of the Agricnltural Bank,
the Director of Agriculture, the Superinten-
dent of Dairving and the Accountant of the
Lands Department, with the Secretary of the
Group Settlement Department, as the exeen-
tive officer. These gentlemen have given their
best services to the scheme. They have
taken upon themselves great responsibilities,
and, as I dizcover from the fileg, they have
had very anxions times. It is not intended
that these gentlemnen shall serve in that eap-
acity much longer. Mr. MeLarty's activities
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are so many and so great thal it is not reason-
able io expect him to give proper atten-
tion fo the scheme and its administration,
The same applies to other members of the
board. It is unfair to ask those oflicers
fo accept such respounsibilities and at
the same time to give their serviees in the
offices to which they were appointed origin-
ally, It is proposed to appoint a new board
and I hope to make an announcement at an
carly date. There has been some difficulty
experienced in appointing a new board, be-
cause, although there are a number of ap-
plicants for the positions, I desire to select
the most suitable board possible. 1 desire
that we shall have a board capable of under-
standing the scheme, with practical experi-
ence in settlement in the South-West, under-
standing the position from the dairying
standpoint, and able to give encouragement
and assistance to the settlers, so as to help
towards the ultimate realisation of the
scheme.

Hon, W, D, Johnson: Therefore, you will
maintain the eonnection of the dairying ex-
pert with the Board?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 do not
know yet.

Mr. J. L. Smith:
I hope?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T think
there should be some connection between the
old board and the new board. The latter
should know on what lines the old board pro-
ceeded. If that is not donme and the new
Board make a depariure from the poliey, it
might be fatal to the scheme and occasion
loss to both the State and the settlers. I ean-
not say who will receive appointment, but we
want a member of the Board who will be a
practical South-West man, who has been as-
socinted with the dairy industry. The total
number of groups, including the four that
have been amalgamated, is 136, while the
number of applications for locations was
5,839. Those who failed to report for in-
clusion when notified, totalled 451, while
1,068 were deferred as unsuitable. The num-
her sent to the various groups totalled 4,320.
Those who have left the group seitlements.
a9 the Premier pointed out recently, totalled
2146, while those dismissed nunmbered
126, giving a total of 2,272, who have left
the groups. Group heldings now total 2,382
and the number of settlers remaining on the
groups, 2,048. There are 334 vacancies,
which are being reserved for the purposes

Not on results to date,
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of reconstruction., Settlers are not being ae-
cepted now for groups, because it is not de-
sirable to place uny move at this stage when,
under the policy of reconstrnetion, the Gov-
ernment have to find vacancies for a large
number of settlers, The Premier said the
other night that it seemed some part of the
unemployed diflienlty was due to settlers who
had left the groups. I think there ean bardly
be any dispute regarding that point. No
doubt hon. members have met men through-
ont the eountry who have been on the groups.
There is no doubt nlso that a big percentage
of the unemployed now looking for work
wuere once on the group settlements, and
when they left they were thrown on the
labour market. Some of them want to go
back, beeause they find the world even tolder
outside than they found it when on the
groups,

Mr. A, Wansbrough: Sowe of them are
fairly serious on the matter, too.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The Pre-
mier was questioned the other night as to the
improbability of his statement being correet.
T will give the House some instances. On
Croup 111 there have been seven different
occupants on one location. On Group
81 there have been six different set-
tlers on one block; on Group 85, five
different ocecupants; on Group 44, four
different oceupants. Glancing down the
list T see reeords of six different
ccenpants, 4, 5, 7, and 6, and so
on. In that statement alone there is evidence
that locations have been occupied by quite a
number of settlers, and those settlers have
abandoned the locations after remaining
there for short periods. I de not say that
that has been the fault of the settlers. It
may have heen that of the loeations, or of
the administration. I merely state the facts.
When T state that 2,272 settlers have left the
groups, that furnishes full justifieation for
the statement of the Premier, because those
people have to seek ‘work elsewhere
throughout the country. The group settle-
ment scheme was started in 1921 when seven
groups were established. In 1922, 36 groups
were established; in 1923, 51; I 1924, 35;
in 1925, 2; in 1926, 1; and during the early
months of this year, four were established.
That gives a total of 136 groups. The set-
tlers now on sustenance number 15. They
are new seftlers who have gone on to blocks
abandoned by former settlers. Being inex-
perienced they have to be put on sustenance
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. payments for a few months until they gain
some experience of group working. The
seitlers on group piece work total 717, while
those on individual piece work number 1,316,
or a total of 2,045. The expenditure on the
groups to the 30th June last shows that on
the Peel Estate for settlement and develop-
ment £889,536 has been required. That does
not include roads or drainage. On roads on
the I’eel Estate there has been expended
£234,759, while the amount spent on drain-
age is £521,639, or a total cost, including
the purchase price, development, roads and
drainage, of nearly two million pounds.

Member: How many blocks are there on
that estate?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : After
the reconstruction about 240. On the
Busselton groups there has been expended
on development £1,617,649. The estimated
eost of drainage is £205,000, and the ex--
penditure on drainage is £85,000. The
total expenditure to date on the Busselton
groups has been £1,700,000. The Manjimup
groups have cost £759,150, the Denmark
groups £278,149, and the Northeliffe groups
£445,745, or a total expenditure, exclusive
of roads and drainage, of £4,650,000.

Mr. Thomson: Is that inclusive of the
Peel Estate?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1
have shown that the total expenditure on
the Peel Estate was nearly £2,000,000; so
it will be seen that the aggregate expendi-
ture on group settlement has been ahout
£6,000,000. I am giving these figures be-
eause hon. members have been calcunlating on
what is regarded as cheap money. T am not
geing to say anything about the possibilities
of the future, but I think the House is en-
titled to this information. The first group
was started in Manjimup in 1921 with 20
holdings; the cost to date of developing
holdings on early groups has ranged from
£2,384 to £2,724 each.

Mr. J. H. Smith: But at that time all
the big timber was taken out.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: A great
portion of it. After that experience the
groups in process of establishment since
1922 at Manjimup and Busselton have beea
developed at a cost to date ranging from
£1,930 to £2,500. In 1923 further groups
were. established, their costs to date
ranging from £1,300 to £2,000. The cost
to date of developing locations in 1924
ranged from £1,000 to £1,600. As the
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result of earlier experience, as the later
groups were established the costs were
lower. I should like to think that
those groups at Manjimup, whose develop-
ment cost £2,700, were established and
fully productive. However, that time i3 not
yet, although I have great hopes of them. I
should like to say the same thing about the
groups at Busselton, costing from £2,000 to
£2,500, but again I am afraid that it cannot
he said they are hy any means established.
Reasons for this will be put forward by
members who conclude that they ought (o
defend their own territory, Some of the
reasons they will pive may be correct, but
I hope those mewbers will not be guiliy of
extravagant langnage in an attempt to
Justify conditions that cannot be justified
on the facts., It is of no use saying that the
administration has been at fault throngh-
ont, atthough of course there may have heen
points of administration epen to eriticism,
such as frietion. However, that ecannot
have obtained all along the line, and I fecl
that the fundamental causes are not to he
ignored. Under the heading of “Compara-
tive group expenditure, including all im-
provements,” it is found that on the Peel
Estate £889,550 has been expended on 492
holdings. Exclusive of buildings the cost
lias been £733,482. At Abba River it is
£149432, and at Jardee £104,407. Mem-
hers know the reason for this expenditure,
and will onlyv require to be told how the
development has progressed, what area of
land has been cleared, and the number of
stock carried.

Mr. Thomson: How many blocks do you
estimate there will be on the Peel Estate?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: The es-
timated number will be reduced by about
one-half. To arrive at the cost I have had
a few averages worked out. TUnder the
heading ‘‘The average pasture area estab-
lished and the expenditure for the whole”
I find that on a number of groups in the
Abba River district established in 1922 the
expenditure has heen £1,989 for an average
pasture developed of 33 acres, ar a cost of
£60 per acre. In the same loeality, on a
group established in 1924, the expenditure
was £1,667, or £6% per acre.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Does not that
include buildings or stock?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
ineludes ecverything bat stock. I asked
the accountant to give me the figures show-
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ing what it has cost to establish settlers to
date, on which, of course, the value of the
holdings must be based. He has given me
these ficures., On 10 groups established in
1922 with 194 holdings the average acreage
of pasture was 33 acres with a total cost of
£1,989, or £60 per acre. I am at a loss to
understand the high cost on groups estab-
lished in 1924, unless it was due to the
poor quality of the land. At all events,
I am eonvineed that attempts have been
made to establish pasture on land that
in the Eastern States, where some land is
worth £70 per acre, would not be considered
even poor land. It is a fatuous thing for
any person, beeause he lives in a given State,
to say that all the land in that State is good
land. There is good land in this State and
there is bad land in this State, just as there
is in every other country iu the world. T
am safisfied that the officers have made de-
termined atiempis to establish pastures. It
has involved heavy expenditure, and the
want of suecess is not due to the adminis-
tration as some people urge, but due largely
to the fact that the land has not responded
to the enltivation and the fertilisers. I am
not going to say that in the initial stages
all of the cultivation was good. I am pre-
pared to admif that an endeavour has been
nade to foree production and get people
:stablished, regardless of sound methods to
sroduce pastures before the land was ready
for it. But that had been repaired
vy my former colleague, Mr. Angwin.
The officers have seen that it is impossible
0 establish pastures without proper culti-
ration. Even with proper ecultivation
;he result in several localities has not
seen very hopeful. In the North Margaret-
Busselton district the developing of 39 acres
»f pasture, ineluding buildings, fencing
ind equipment cost £2,656. That was
m groups established in 1921. The average
vas £68 per acre of pasture established.
Jn nine groups established in 1922 the de-
relopment of 29 acres of pasture including
mildings, fencing, ete, cost £2,138, or an
werage of £73 per acre. In 1923 the cost
mounted to £80 per acre. Hon. members
vill see that an earnest endeavour has been
nade to get results by the expenditure of
aoney in ecultivation. In the Manjimup
rea, on a group established in 1921, the.
levelopment, which included a]l costs, works
mt at £80 per acre of pasture. As the
sember for Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith)
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remarked, an attempt was made there o
clear the land beyond the necessary stage,
and so the expenditure was heavy. In my
opinion there is every hope of ultimate sue-
cess in the Manjimup area. 1t is a magnifi-
cent Lelt of country.

Mr. J. H. Smith: It is the pick of the
South-VWest,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: IfTwere
a young man wanting land I would have no
hesitation in trying my luck in that distriet.
In the Northeliffe area not much result has
been achieved on the plain ecountry. On the
Peel Estate the dsvelopment on eight groups
averaged £34 per aere of pasture. Those
groups were established in 1922, On 15
groups established in 1923 the development
cost £43 per acre of pasture established, and
m 1924 it was £33 per acre. Last year as-
sistance ceased to 36 settlers on the Peel
Estate. Of these 18 retired. I know at
least one man down there who is doing very
well. He told me he was all right. How-
ever, other settlars have been making de-
mands for sustenance to tide them over tem-
porary difficulties. We have had to render
assistance to several. At Denmark the cost
of developnent ranged from £60 to £70 per
acre of pasture established. T am surprised
at that, for T nad great expectations that,
with the experience of the older settlers, that
couniry might have been brought into de-
velopment and uwnder pasture at a much
lower cost. As development proceeds the
costs will be lower. In many localities, par-
ticularly in the karri and red-gum country,
in the Margaret River-Augusta area and in
the distriets of Jardee to Manjimup and
Pemberton, I consider the prospects are
very good and have no doubt that if the
people stick to their property, receive reas-
onahle assistance and take a proper view of
their responsibilities, the scheme should
work out successfully. The comparative cost
of fertiliser to bring the good land into pro-
duction contrasted with the poorer land is
worthy of note. At Jardee, which is first-
class land, the cost of fertiliser per acre has
heen £1 14s. 11d.,, whereas on the poorer
country of the Peel Estate it has been £3
6s. 7d. Consequently, in addition to the
diffieulty of bringing the poorer land into
production, the settler is faced with a heavy
annnal cost for fertiliser. He is ealled
mpon to pay twice as much for fer-
tiliser to establish his pasture, and when
it is established it will not be nearly so good
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as the pasture established on good eountry
at less expense. As a further instance, the
cost of seed and fertiliser on the first-class
land at Jardee averaged £2 Gs. 3d. per aere,
whereas the cost of fertiliser and seed at
South Busselton and XNortheliffe has been
£4 to £7 per acre. There is a big margin
from whieh it is evident that the good land

is responding =at a Jower cost. It re-
quires less fertiliser, and from it the
hest  resulfts  will be obtained. The

poorer land will have to be huilt up and
the ecost of building it up, in my opinion,
will be unduly heavy. I do not wish to
make any personal referenees, but the
Leader of the Opposition the other night
stated that I was opposed to Sounth-West
development, T do not think he meant that;
T think he was angry at something I had
said and made a hasty reference just as I
oceasionally do. I saw the land on the Peel
Estate and in the Busselton area and if I
know anything at all about land—good land
speaks for itself and it is not diffieult to tell
good from bad Isnd—I am satisfied that the
scttlers on those areas will find it very hard
to make ends meet. If is not the type of land
on which to place inexperienced settlers
with the objeet of establishing farms.
The attitude 1 adopted at the beginning I
adhere to now, Group settlement is de-
signed not for building up soil, but for
making producers of the men within a rea-
sonable space of time. It is the function
of the Department of Agriculture to build
np soil and {o show how poor land may be
built up. If there are men of means who
wish fo experiment in this direetion, they
may do so. My contention is that the
settlers should be put en reasonably good
Iand and if, with reasonable assistance, they
cannot make good, the fault will rest with
them, Personally I would not settle on portion
of the land of the Peel Estate where people
bave been seftled, and I certainly would
not go on the land in the Busselton area. I
would not think of it, and what I would
not do myself, I am not prepared to ask
others to do. I am not by any means op-
posed to South-West development. T con-
gider that there arc great possibilities of
development in the South-West provided a
considerable sum of money is expended and
time is ziven to the country te produce. Af-
tempts have heen made to force the country
to produce. Although nature can be aided
by the use of fertilisers and other artificial
means, it eannot be forced beyond its capae-

ity, even with those aids. An attempt has
been made to force the country and the
country cannot be forced beyond its ecapac-
ity. Though pasture will be established
there ultimately, and on good land in a rea-
sonable time, it will e some years before we
get the volume of pasture and the abundant
growth that will support eattle and main-
tain a family in reasonable prosperity. Some
of the mistakes made have been made by
zealous officials in order to get results with-
in a short space of time, but to do that is
impossible, 1t has been said by the Leader
of the Opposition that the land for the group
settlements has been more earefully selected
than has land in any other part of the State.
Well, it may bave been, but I should not
like to say mueh for tha selector. I should
1ot care, either, to use the selectors to do
any more selecting of land. T have read
carvefully the evidence given before the
Royal Commission on Group Settlement in
1925. After the cxperience of some years,
the report is worth pernsal.

Mr. Lindsay: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Mr. H.
H. Smith, one of the witnesses, is a settler
whose place I visited recently. He is not
& group setfler. In my opinion his land is
much hetter than that of the group settlers.
Mr. Smith has been established there for
11 years.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Where is he?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In the
Abba River area.

Hon. W. D. Johnson:
the Abba River.

The MINISTER FOR TLANDS: Mr.
Smith, in evidenee, said—

Almost adjoining

To seeure a reasonable living I consider that
300 acres of land are necessary, If that area
were fully developed ome could ran 50 cows
there all the year round.

The gronp blocks are much smaller than
that. Mr. Smith is a successful settler who
is known to hon, members.

Mr. Barnard: He milked 80 cows on 100
acres.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T saw
his country and compared it with that of
the groups and I know that his is greatly
superior to the butk of the land comprised
in the adjacent group settlements, M.
Smith also said—

To go in for dairying properly a man re-
quirea 50 cows. ' He might make a bare living

with 3¢ cows, but he would have to go in for
pigs and poultry also.
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I agree with him, Members ure probably
aware that in the Eastern States the aver-
age dairy farmer has 40 to 60 cows. On
the north coast 60 cows is by no means a
big herd. If our group settlers are going
to carry on successfully as dairy farmers
they cannot do so on the basis of
10 or 15 cows. They might be established
on a I5-cow basis and make a living, with
some help from tbe Agricultural Bunk, but
before they become properly established they
must be able to milk 20 eows all the year
round. The ofticials are agsured that the
locations of some of the group settlers will
not maintain 20 cows in milk throughout
the year. Mr. Smith also said—

Banksia, and serub land, provided it is
drained, will provide some feed, but it is not
good land. I regard it as third-class. The
swampy parts of it are capable of producing
summer fodder, but sowve of the land eauses
the grass to dry up. I do not think the soil
will retain the meisture even by ploughing and
cultivating. . . . I do not think the group
settlers have a sufficient area. In some ip-
stances two blocks should be knocked into one
o that the scttler may have o fair chance of
making a living. The holdings would then work
out at about 300 acres cach.

1 rezard Mr. Smith’s evidence as sound evi-
dence based on the results of his experience.
Mr. Hugh Brockman was one of the gentle-
men who selected the !and for the group
settlements.

Mr. Mann :
ence.

The MINISTER FOR LANDE: He may
have had. I shall not say anything about
that, but shall quote his evidence. He said—

Three years ago I would have regarded someo
of the light land that has been opened up as
useless, but when I saw what the Spaniards
had done on the land, I changed my views.
They had fine crops of potatoes, while vines,
grass and fruit trecs were flourishing as well,

He has had loug experi-

Mr. Brockman, on his own statement, con-
sidered the land was useless until he saw
what the Spaniards were doing and that
caused him to change his mind. Let us see
what the Spaniards did. Jose Pifferer, of
the Spanish settlement, said—

I took up my homestend block of 160 ucres
15 years ago. ALy total is now 420 acres, I
worked hard at the start, working three days
for myself and three days for a neighbour who
provided mc with board and ledging . . . . .
During the first six months T got nothing but
pumpkins to eat, and during the second six
months nothing but turnips, That was not
much for a man to work on, but ns pumpkin
fattens pigs it was all right. The work was
pretty rough . . . . I do not helieve that 95
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per ceut. of the men here could have gone
through what I have.
Did Mr. Brockman expect that group setilers
would live on pumpkins or turnips for haif
the year? The Spaniards came from a eoun-
try where living conditions were pretty hard
and affer coming here, by living in that
manner, they were able slowly and labori-
ously to build up their land. Was it reason-
able on Mr. Brockman’s part to recommend
putting on similar land group settlers who
had had neither the training nor the experi-
ence that the Spaniards had had? Group
settlers would not tolerate such condifions -
as the price of -successful settlement.

Mr. J. H. Smith: But the group settlers
get snstenance as well,

The MINISTER FOR
same witness added—

LANDS : The

I never have a perny of my own, for all the
wages I earn and anything 1 make out of the
place I put back into the property.

Mr. Richardson: That man would not
work too bard if he lived for six months
on pumpkin,

Mr. Lindsay,: That is what T said.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: People
who come from countries where the seale of
living is low, who have had to put up with
hardships from childhood, who get no sup-
port from the Government and who have to
pay heavy taxation may find this country a
sort of paradise and do reasonably well in it.

Mr. Richardson: T think he was booming
himself a hit.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He may
have been, but we cannot expect and this
community will not allow settlement in this
counfry where the seftlers have to put up
with such conditions as that Spaniard spoke
of.

Mr. Barnard: He never did it, though,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: His land was better
than the Abba River land in any case,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: DMr
Prowse, a farmer in the vicinity of Capel,
said in hig evidence—

The Spaniards are or good land. They make
a living growing erops and making wine. They
are not engaged in dairying apart from the
fact that they will milk a eow or two for them-
selves. Their land is better than group set-
tlers’ blocks. My statement refers to Groups
14, 15, 16, and part of 34.

That witness said that the Spaniards’ land
was even better than the land the group
settlers had. I have seen the Spaniardy’
land and I admit that they have a fair pro-
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yerty. It has been laboriously fertilised and
worked for 15 years. Any seitler who is
prepared to live under such hard eon-
ditions ag these people, can produce similar
results on almost any reasonable quality land,
provided it has sufficient rainfall, and
provided he puts in suflicient organie man-
ure, and works laboriously for a long period.

If he does these things he will probably

bunild up a property. Group settlers, how-
ever, ure not expected to do this, and the
country cannof afford to keep settlers
going for 16 years, and maintain
- them on the present standard merely so
that they may effeet a result such
as has been achieved by the Spaniards. Mr.
Richardson, the late Controller of Group
Settlement, said to the Advisory Board—
The Abba River settlement swould he dis-
banded in October, 1925, with an approximate
capitalisation of £1,249, with further depart-
mental assistance in purchase of cows £120,
sowing five acres of maize £25, emergencies £50.
The total capital cost could be sately put at
£1,394. The Minister approved of the disband-
ing of the group, settlers to be supplied with
the cows and no further finanecial assistance to
be given. This course was carried out, the
settlers were supplied with ten cows and prae-
tically all repossessed.
The capital cost in the case of group estab-
lished in 1921 between May and November
may now be said to be £2,700. The settlers
were supplied with ten cows apiece but were
not able to make good with them. The pas-
tures were eaten out before they were firmly
established. I think this attempt at disband-
ment was a set back for the group. Fodder
was available in the spring months, but there
was no quantity of it and later the cows
starved. In any case, the stock destroyed
the pasture and threw back the settlement,
There was also mortality amongst the
stock, and the cows being in poor condition,
their progeny was depreciated. This attempt
was & bad thing for the scheme. I think
the late Mr. Richardson was unduly optim-
istic. He always stuck out that the
land was all right, but I think later
he became rather concerned about it. The
officials came to the conclusion that the eoun-
try had, after sll, not lived vp to expecta-
tions. Mr. Richardson certainly endeavoured
to make the most of what appeared to be n
bad job, and do his duty by the State, As
the result of the rather doleful report pre-
sented by Mr. Pullin, the Minister took
action. Mr. Richardson had died, and
it was decided to reconstruct some

of the groups. Mr. Pullin was super-
visor in the Busselton area, and in December
tast he drew attention to the unsatisfactory
nature of the groups of which he was in
charge. The Minister, My. Angwin, decided
upon reconstruction. On the Peel Estate
42 holdings were reconstituted and reduceil
to 16. On the Abba River settlement on the
26th January of this year, 81 holdings were
reeonstituted and reduced to 51. This was
the first reconstruction. In December, in
Groups 37 and 39 large areas of seeond-class
land were totally abandoned. In the case of
Groups 14, 15, 16 and 32 on the Abba River,
a reduction was made by linking up existing
holdings with a few abandonments.  Mr.
Pullin later drew attention to the South
Busselton groups, which are distinct from
the Abba River group. He said he
would have drawn attention to the neces-
sity for reconstituting these groups at the
same time as the Abba River group, but he
then thought that the blocks might have a
reasonable chance and that some of the
settlers were going to make good. Mr.
Pullin was called to Perth to discuss the
matter and the attention of the Minister
was drawn to it. The minute of the Min-
ister is as follows:—

No buildings to be erected. This iz a sur-

prige to me. If these holdings were doubtful
attention should have been called to same be-
fore this and it means loss of time and waste
of moncy, Surely the position was known at
time of Abba River. I must have these settled
within three weeks. Please bring plan showing
these lots. Are any of them near the drain
that I drew attention to as poor land but was
assured was all right when visiting? I am dis-
appointed at the delay. I might add that it
appears the areas are not receiving the super-
vision they should. Otherwise cottages would
not have been erected and the land condemned
gome time ago.
It was evident that Mr, Angwin was very
worried over the position. Writing on the
Abba River block on 27th January, Mr.
Puollin said—

To provide on the 20-cow units, I take it,
there should bhe sufficient feed in sight for -
at least 30 head of eattle, assuming of course
that a cow unit is the cow and female progeny.
If this is a0, I believe that there are very few
holdings in the areas mentioned which will
carry that number of cattle, Abba River is
not unlike a great insensate machine that must
be continually fed so long as its insatinble ap-
petite ealled for sacrifice of time and money.
Mr. Tullin adopted what he thought to be
the proper attitude. The fhoard then de-
cided that the groups should he reconsti-
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tuted, and Mr. Pullin was asked to make
a reclassification. He was not too sure of
himself, and asked for assistance. He
suggested Mr. Harold Carter, or Mr.
Reynolds, or Mr. Forrest. Eventually Mr.
Carter was appointed, and his report makes
doleful reading. It does not held out
much hope for the success of the settlers
as dairy farmers. If some of the bloeks eould
e utilised for growing potatoes and they
were heavily fertilised, and intense enlture
were undertaken upon them, pastures might
grow later on. As a result of these experi-
ences, I think it would be very unwise
to continue longer with these particular
groups. A certain amount of money has
been expended on them, but very little re-
sult has been achieved. We have reached
the stage when we eannot find any profit-
able work for the settlers to do there, It
is the same thing on part of the Peel
Estate and the sandhills there. The settlers
cannot make a living on the blocks; I do
not see how they ean do so. I would not
have cared to lightly take this step but for
the unanimous opinion of the Adwvisory
Board, which has been assoeiated with the
groups right through. In the beginning the
board was hopeful of success. Had it not
been for their present view T should have
hesitated to take the aetion I have faken.
In the interests of the State, however, the
reconstitution has to be made. I do not say
ihat the country which has been abandoned
will not ultimately be capable of produeing
something. Sooner or later every acre of
land we have, when sufficient population is
here, and there is sofficient wealth, will be
hrought into use. In this ease we are not
soil building, but building up a group
settlement population. We are building up
produncers, but we eannot do so on doubtful
areas in the time that the State can afford
to meet the liability. The setilers cannot
make a livelihood on these particular
groups. We had hopes that by the end of
the year quite a number of settlers wounld
have reached the 15-cow stage, and might
then have been put upon the Agrienltural
Bank. Now many of the officials are
doubtfvl about that. In the eireumstances
T felt this was the only step I could take.
As Minister for Lands I conld nof have
proceeded optimistieally with land settle-
ment on this basis. Had the QGovernment
not deeided npon reconstrnetion I do not
think T eould have gone on with any feel-
ing of satisfaction spending money with
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the outlook as black as it is and with the
experience of the past six years. No doubt
I shall be condemned in some guarters for
taking this step; at all events, I expect to
receive no credit for doing so. I feel,
however, that I should be lacking in my
daty to the State if T did not do as I have
done.

Mr. Griffiths: You are certainly getting
vredit for having courage.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It may
be said that I have strnck a blow to the
group settlement scheme, but it is in the
interests of the scheme that aetion has been
taken. When the State has a greater popula-
tion and more weaslth and ean turn its
attention to soil improvement, and ean
afford to stand behind settlers for a num-
ber of years, ne doubt the abandoned
holdings will be taken in hand suceessfully.
I know that poor land has been settled in
other parts of the world. Tt has been put
to use when the necessity demanded, and
when the popalation and wealth were there
to warrant it. When that times arrives
in Western Anstralia, there is no doubt
this land will be hrought inte produc-
tion, but not in our day and generation.
The proposed reductions are as follows:—
on the Peel Estate from 475 to 246, on the
Busselton area from 240 to 150, on the North
Margaret area from 290 to 280. There will
not be necessity for much amalgamation on
the good areas, except to make some of the
hloeks larger. A proportion of the blocks
contain only 60 aeres, which is not sufficient
for a man and his family. TIn one case we
have arrived at the stage where the settler
has done all his improvements and there is
nothing more for him to do.

Mr. 5. H. Smith: But he has never yet
had a chance to farm. He has not yet had
machinery, He has been clearing all the time.

The MINISTER TOR LANDS: I
arrived at one place where the settler has
his pasture down and his improvements
made, but has not reached the stage where
the pasture will maintain a sufficient nom-
ber of stock to give him a living. Tt will take
a number of years to establish the volume
of pasture. In the good areas that volume
will be established, and in the end there will
be abundant pasture so long as the farmer
provides for the summer, as he ¢an do in
the swamps. In that case there will not be
mnch difficulty for the future. I do not con-
sider, however, an area of 60 acres to be big
enough. Even in the Eastern States 60
acres is not looked upon as a reasonable
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dairy farm, The settler must be given a rea-
sonahle area, and the knowledge that in
making provision for himself on the farm he
1s also making provision for his family. On
the Abba River the veduction in holdings
will be from 240 to 150, in the Pemberton
district from 364 to 334, in Northeliffe from
374 to 244. As regards Denmark, which
has not yet been visited, I am given to
understand that the great majority of the
blocks are sound. It has been said that the
sand plain country ean be brought into eul-
tivation, Fowever, 1 bhave seen similar
country in my own homeland. I know of
great stretches of such country, eompnsing
probably a million acres. The land in the
neighbourhcod is worth £70 per acre and
the distriet has a population of 100,000, but
the country in question has never yet been
cultivated or settled. I do not think there
is the necessary quantity of soil in the sand
plains, and certainly there is not the
subsoil to enable any great volume of
production unless the land is built ap
by organic manure. The ecost of drain-
age to make that Iand eultivable is esti-
mated at £100,000, and may amount to
£200,000: and I am not prepared to com-
mit the Government to any further expendi-
ture in that connection. I believe the great
majority of settlers there are satisfied that
the country will not make good. Although
I confess the member for Nelson (Mr. J. H.
Smith) has to defend his own constituency,
I hope he will not speak unreasonably of the
Government’s action there. We made every
possible investigation; and our own officers,
like the settlers, are convinced that the coun-
iry cannot make good. Therefore, in my
opinion, we should abandun the plain pro-
position, leaving it to another generation.
The other day I saw a letter writien by one
of the old settlers in that district, named
Mottram, I think, who ealled the group ad-
ministration, bunglers; but from what T ean
see, none of the old settlers has given a
lead himself,

Mr. J. H. Smith: Mottram has not given
much of a Tead.

The MINISTER FOR TLANDS: Al-
thoueh Mr. Mottram said the Government
should have taken the advice of old settlers,
there were no old setflers from whom the
Government could ask advice, becanse the old
settlers had never taken the time and trouble
io grasp the great opportunities which Mr.
Mottram savs exist there now, T have al-
ready told hon. memhers that the loss on the
scheme owing to reelassifieation will amount
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to about £750,000, I fear—and I want to
be plain about this—that the loss will eat
up any concession we get in respeet of in-
terest. If we benr the loss—which I hope
we shall not do ultimately—we shall not be
able to call this cheap money, because the
loss will be equal to the interest eoncession,
which amounts to abont £800,000. OQur loss
will be about £750,000 if use can be made of
the buildings, equipment, and fencing on the
blocks to be abandoned. T am not yet pre-
pared to sav that the average group settler
will come ount right from an expenditure
point of view, but I do not think we

ought to maintain the scheme. In my
opinion, we should make the loss s
first loss and ftry to  consolidate

the position. ‘Fhe member for Sussex (Mr.
Barnard) asked me, through a guestien, by
whom the areas were to be reclassified. The
field officers ouwht to have sunfficient experi-
ence for that., They have experimented on
that country for five vears, and are in direct
contaet with it. 1f they do not know, whe
could know? Tf the hon. member knew, ]
would be glad of his adviee; but, so far as
T kunow, he has never farmed an acre of
country.

Member: He farmed the farmers.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If he
conld give me advice T would be glad to
have it, but 1 do want to et the adviee of
men experieneed in the distriect. On the Pee
Estate Mr. Fanlkner is the snpervisor, ans
Mr. Max Law is a settler in the Serpentine
area.

My, J. H, Smith.

rronp stock.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do nol
know that. Mr. Law and Mr. Briggs, another
old settler on the cstate, ave checking Mr
Faulkner's reclassification; and I hope to go!
independent men also to check the reelassi-
fication in the other groups. 1 hope the House
will not put on me the responsibility of re
elassification. T have not the local knowledge
though I possess some knowledge of lan
and have had some experience of it. The
officers connected with the scheme have done
their hest to make the groups produce. There
has been no complaint against them in this
House. On the contrary, it has been statec
that they are good officers. Provided we get ¢
few experienced local men, we ought ftc
have a reasonable cheek; and that is the heg
T can do in the eircumstances. The cows pur
chnsed for the groups in this State numhe

He got a lot of the
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6,504, and 1,614 were imporfed from the
Bastern States. The cost of the imported
cows in the Eastern States was £4 1ls. 3d.
per head, and the landing costs and so forth
smounted to £0 13s. per head, making a
total of £14 Gs. 3d&. I may explain that the
cows coming from New Sonth Wales
had to be maintained in quavantine for three
months, looked after and fed. There was
also the cost of freight and attendance. The
number of bulls purchased is 244, all first-
class stock. I doubt whether any seftlers in
any area in Anstralia have had so much as-
sistance with regard to stock as our settlers
had in respect of these bulls, which will as-
sist in breeding up stock.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell :
total cost of the cattle?

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: Nearly
£100,000, not including ihe bulls. There has
been a fair percentage of mortality on the
stock owing, I think, to their being put on
the pastures tou early. On the Peel Estate
for the year ended February, 1927, the total
nnumber of cows and heifers was 4,205, and
the deaths number 250, equal to 6 per cent,
In the Busselton arca the deaths amount to
5 per cent. I attribute the higher percentage
of deaths in the other part of the State to
the fact of the cattle having been put on the
pastures foo early. On the Peel Estate there
has been a heavy mortality in horses, equal to
19%per cent. This alse is due, in my opinion,
to the horses having been put on the pastures
too early and pulling np the seanty grass
with sand. The loss may, to some extent,
be due to negleet on the part of setilers;
and the officials must bear portion of the
blame. The total number of cows held by
settlers on the groups at the 30th June last
was 6,402, and the numnber of unallotted
cows was 990. .\{ the same date the scitlers
held 3,464 heifers, and 421 were unailotted.
The unallotted stock are largely stock which
the department have been ecalled upon to
repossess, hecanse the pastures would not
maintain them. Owing to the reconstitu-
tiou now taking place, the department may
have to repossess a considerable number of
catile this year. On the Peel Estate the de-
partment were compelled to repossess 542
cows last year, and in the Busselton area
193, making a total of 737 eows repossessed,
besides 59 young heifers.

Mr, Thomson: Through the settlers not
having sufficient pasture?

What was the
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
Some of the stock bave been repossessed, be-
cause settlers who had reached the 15-cow
stage were put off the scheme. On the Peel
Estate 36 seitlers reached the 15-cow stage,
and of these settlers 18 left. T regret to
say that they made use of the cows
in the fiush period, and that when
it came to buying feed for the -cattle
they left the groups to seek more
profitable occupation elsewhere. The cat-
tle on the Peel Estate had been grazed
on the coast hills, and I do nol think that
did them much good. Now we are remov-
ing 200 of these to Upper Capel and 200 to
Ferguson. Current expenses per week on the
Pee! Estate amount to £120.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Expenditure by the
department ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.

Mr. J. H. Smith : To keep the stock
alive?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : No, to
look after and feed them. In the Busselton
avea, where we have our own countiry, the
cxpenses on the cattle are £21 17s. per week.
T am not going to say anything further
regarding group settlement ruatters beyond
stressing the faet that the Iouse is en-
titled to the statement I have made, and
I nm expected to make it in view of recent
happenings. So far as I can see, I believe
the difficulties attached {o the scheme have
arisen firstly, beecanse mueh of the land set-
tled was unsnitable. That has been proved
Ly experience. Settlers were coming here
in large nuombers and land had fo be

found for them. Much of the land
we propose to abandon is, In my
opinion, unsuitable for pgroup settle-

ment eonditions. The fact that we take
settlers, many of whom know nothing
about the business, and train them, repre-
sents a difficulty great enough in itself,
but add to that diffienlty the settling of
those people on poor or bad country that
will not produce pastares within a reason-
able time, and the task becomes heyond
the eapacity of any adminisiration to cope
with and support. There may have been
maladministration; that is bound to oceur.
We cannot operate a scheme of this char-
acter, and endeavour to bring into produe-
tion large areas of new eountry, without
experiencing trouble, withont some loss,
extravagance and maladministration. I be-
lieve the greater number of the officials have
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done their best in the circumstances. My
former colleagne, Mr. Angwin, was heart
and soul with this secheme and he did his
utmost to make it a suceess. It may be asked
why he did not discover the weakness in the
scheme earlier. Had he done so, I do not
know that he would have been justified in
taking the course I have followed because,
the State having adopted the scheme, he had
to try it out. I admit that, in my opinion,
the report of the Royal Commission, was
fairly sound. It might have been wise,
had notice been taken of the recommenda-
tions of the Commission.

Mr. Marshall: What about the minority
report ? ]

Mr. Lindsay: It would have been wiser
had the House been allowed to diseuss it
two years ago.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
know. A former Government having put
the people on the land, and incurred the ex-
pense, it was reasonable that the Minister
in charge should continue the experiment
and try it out. It has now been {ested
over a number of years and in the interests
of the country it is not wise fo eontinue on
the same lines in some of the areas. T am
convinced there was undue haste in putting
migrants on some of the holdings, but appar-
ently it was dilfienlt to get land. There is a
confliet between the Forests Department and
the Lands Department. The Forests De-
partiment holds the hest of the country.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: And T hope they
will stick to it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: When
one hears the Conservator’s point of view,
it has to be adwitted that it is reasonable.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER IOR LANDS: Mr
Kessell Qiseussed this matter with me
and it is difficulf to disagree with the
soundness of his contentions. Whether
he is eorrect in his assertions, fime
will demonsirafe. Yn some eciremnstances
the Government had to take the poorer class
of country, and I believe that much of the
failure has been dne to that fact. Heavy ex-
penditure has been inenrred becanse of in-
experience in developmental work. As one
hon. member pointed out. it is easy to allow
for that consideration. There has been im-
proper tillage. No man who secratches land
for the purpose of rushing in a ecrop,
can expect to get good results. The land
shonld be sweetened and the poorer the
country, the more attention it regumires. Re-
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sults cannot be expected without prepara-
tion, and that is ¢ecen even in the good eoun-
try.

Mr. J. H. Smith: That is so.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
instructed that proper cultivation must be
proceeded with. T bhave told them that even
where pastures have been established on
land ploughed once, the land must be
plonghed again,

Mr. J. H. Smith: It willi do no harm.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
s0. There has been too mueh over-stocking
and that bas brought about bad results. As
to the want of drainage, I eonsider the land
should have been drained before settlement
was proceeded with; 1 do not know why
that was not done. The vesult of the methods
emploved has meant that settlers have been
flooded out, and some of the blocks have
been under water for practically two-thirds
of the year. The drainage that has been
carried out has been costly, and that under-
taken at the Peel Estate is not yef satis-
factory. When heavy gales are experienced
the water banks up and some of our best
locations are under water for weeks at a
time, Although I admit I have no experi-
ence in engineering, I eannot see how that
diffteulty ean be overcome. 1 helieve the
Engineer-in-Chiel is going into that matter
now. As a mafter of faet, we have seen
some of that eountry under water during the
last few dayvs. T have to inform hon. mem-
bers that the deeision in favour of recon-
struction was artived at unanimously by the
board,  They decided on reconsiruction
nlong the lines adopted by the Govern-
ment. T recognise that it was n heavy
responsibility for Government and officers
to undertake. T submit that the officers
did not arrive al their decision with-
out proper experience and investiga-
tion. Whatever decision they arrived
at was only reached after they had done
their best and T believe their aetion will
meet with the commendation of the House.

Mr. Thomson: Was this matter discussed
with the Federa! Development and Migra-
tion Commission? )

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, I
discussed it with Mr. Amery and one other
and they told me that they had expected it.
They told me that they had been under the
impression that there would be 200 affected.
I do not think it will give rise to misunder-
standing became similar experiences have
been encountered all over Aunstralia. We
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have had our experience and will probably
profit by it.

Mr. Thomson: The peint is that the
people vou mention, having coneunrred in
the move, we may get some different terms.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T am
not going to say anything about that. I
shall not discuss their attitude on the point
because they have not given me their opio-
ions beyond saying that they expected some-
thing of the sort. They assured me, how-
ever, that it wounld not make any difference
so far as Great Britain was concerned. Mr.
Thomson, a member of the Overseas Settle-
ment Committee, was introduced to me by
Sir Hal Colebatch and after we had dis-
cussed this matter he informed me that in
bis opinion it would not mean much in the
0ld Country as these things were expected
from time to time. In these circumstances
I do not think it will do this State much
harm.

Mr. Thomson: The main thing is that
the scheme shall be made successful.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
main thing is te esteblish the settlers on
good country. We must abandon the poorer
country because the expense is too great and
beeause the land will not give results. The
original proposal, as hon. members will un-
derstand, was to disband groups on the 10-
cow basis. We raised that besis to 15 cows.
There is hope when the settlers reach that
basis, they will be able to earry on with
reasonable assistance from the Agrieultural
Bauk, such as is extended to other settlers
under similar conditions.

Mr. J. H. Smith: You do not mean a
)5-cow basis and full profits?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.

Mr. J. H. Smith: You must have 10 cows
with something coming in now,

The MINISTER ¥FOR T.ANDS: Mr.
Sutton advoeaied 20 cows.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There must be
mixed farming, with pigs and so on.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, but
the basis of their operations must be dairy-
ing. Whatever they get apart from that,
will be {o the personal advantage of the in-
dividunal seitler. Having done that, we shall
try to proeure facilities for the marketing
of their rroducts. It is too early for me to
say anvthing about the land administration
becance T do not know much about it yet.
Du~ing my tour of the groups 1 was almost
overwhelmed with complaints. T am prepared

220

to say thai I saw amongst the groupees as
fine a body of settlers as conld be found any-
where in this State. Many of those men gave
me great heart. I bad complaints regarding
some seftlers not doing their best, but such
complaints had reference to a minority.
I will not say that there is any distinction
to be noticed between the migrants and the
Australians, and I saw among the settlers
men most anxious and determined to make
good. [ am sure they will make good. I
was partieularly struck with some settlers
from the Old Country. They were most de-
termined to succeed and to have their own
farms established as soon as possible, I
know they will succeed, I know there is a
great chance of sucecss among those beauti-
ful valleys represented by the member for
Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith).

Mr. J. H. Smith: A great proportion of
them will be all right.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Bat it
will take time. 1f we can establish more
farms in that country we will do good for
Western Australin. Although I received a
great many complaints, I think they were
tried on me because I was a new Minister.
Some of those complaints were justified, but
at any rate large numbers of the settlers
gave me great hope and encouragement.
I saw a settler who had formerly been an
engineer on a boat trading out from Liver-
pool. He was an elderly man with a grown-
up family. From some of the settlers 1 had
received complaints that they had no fime
on which to build sheds to house their
stock, and they wanied the Government to
assist in that work. On the other hand,
this settler T refer to had 2 magnificent
holding that was well looked after and he
had found time to split the timber into slabhs
and build fine sheds for his stock. Some of
them had been beantifully thatehed with
rushes from the creeks, so that the place re-
minded one of the old English farm buildings.
His stock was in good condition and the
holding was well conducted. What that man
¢an do, other setilers can do if they only
have the will to do it. I believe this seheme
will take some years to try out. In the
better class eountry particularly, every year
should see it nearer to suecess. 1 do mot
think it will be reached for some few years;
it will take time. The ecountry must be
sweetened, the ground must be correctly
tiled; time must be allowed to elapse befora
they secure that acreage of pastures ade-
quate to prosperously keep a dairy herd.
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That time will come and, bearing in mind
that there are many men and women on the
groups who have their hearts in the scheme,
and are determined to persevere and hang
on till they reach their zoal, I have every
faith that the scheme will prove good for
the country and for the future of Western
Anstralia. T hope that while I am Min-
ister for Lands members of the Opposition
will not reproach me with being antagonistic
to the South-West. Apart from any views
I may hold as to where money can best be
spent in the interests of the State, as giving
the quitkest return, where the sattler can
sceure the speediest results, my duty is to
expedite that group settlement entrusted to
me by the Government; and if I can bring
that scheme nearer to its ultimate suceess,
I shall had done my bit for this country.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [9.31]: I
move—

That the dcbate be adjourned.

Question put and & division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes 13
Noes 18
Majority against .. 5
AYES.
Mr. Angelo ! 8ir James Mitchell
Mr, Barnard Mr, North
Mr. Davy Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Ferguson Mr. J. M. Bmith
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Thomson
Mr. Maley Mr. Richardson
Mr. Mann (Teller.)
Noesg
Mr, Chesson Mr. Millington
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Munsle
Mr. Corboy Mr. Rowe
Mr, Cunningham Mr. Bleemasn
Mr. W. D. Johnson Mr, Troy
Mr. Kenneally Mr, A. Wanshrough
Mr. Kennedy Mr. Willeock
Mr. Lutey Mr. Withers
Mr. Marshall Mr. Panton
{Teller

Question thus negatived.

MR. J. B. SMITH (Nelson) [9.35]:
First of all I want to say how deeply I re-
gret the defeat of Col. Denton, the ex-mem-
ber for Moore, althongh I congratulate his
successor and trust that his experience in
the House will be pleasant. I believe I am
echoing the sentiments of every membenr,
wherever he may sit, when I say that the
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loss of Col. Denton from this Chamber is a
severe one to the country. He indeed did
his bit here, as he had done elsewhere. He
had the confidence of the whole House and
was 50 highly thought of that he was elected
to a Royal Commission appointed in the
interests of his fellow soldiers and was
elected also to several select committees. I
greatly deplore the fact that he should have
lieen the only one of the last Parliament who
sought re-elcetion and was not returned at
the gencral election. It is pleasing to learn
from ihe Governor’s speech that the State
has at last turned the financial eorner an.d
that afler so many years of deficits the Trea-
surer has been able to present us with a
sarplus. [ am not so greatly interested to
know whether to make that surplus £530,000
wns filehed frem this aceount or pinched
from that account; what I am pleased abou*
ts that at Inst we have reached the corner.
There can he no doubt the genesis of that
surplus was the wise administration of the
previons Government. 1t was the wise ad-
ministration of the previous Government
that alloweq the present Government gradn-
ally to reduce the deficit and at last to secure
a surplus. The new member for East Perth
(Mr. Kenneally), congratulating the Govern-
ment of which he is a supporter, pointed fo
the wonderful records that have been
achieved ; the record harvest, the record wool
elip, the record this and that. One thing he
forget ta mention was the record of the un-
employment in this State dating from the
coming of the Labour Government. That,
to mx mind, is the worst record of all. Year
after year we now have the spectacle of un-
employment in this State, whereas when the
Mitehelt Government went out of office we
eould proudly hoast there was not in West-
ern Australia one raan out of work.

Mr. Marshall: Is not the unemployment
also attributable to the activities of the pre-
vious Government?

Mr. Richardson: No, to the neglect of the
present Government.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: We learnt in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech that the Treasurer had made
provision for three railways. This, at all
events, gives me something appertaining to
my own electorate to talk about. When
listening to the member for Swan (Mr.
Sampson)} the other night I thought he was
going to take all my subjects, When he got
to the Bunbury butter factory I felt that he
was pinching the mewber for Bunbury's
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stulf, and when he talked of the group settle-
inents at Manjimup—DBalingup he called it—
I thought T should be left with nothing at all
to speak about. However, he forgot to men-
tion the little incident of the Manjimup
eagle. 1 still have a few feathers left there.
You, Sir, will remember that the eagle
swooped down on a group settler's shack,
flew through the open window and tried to
grab the baby. Fortunately the group
settler, the father of the baby, reseued the
child and proceeded to capture the eagle.
Thank Heaven I have that to talk about
when everything else fails. It is pleasing to
know that the Government propose to bnild
that much-needed and long-awaited railway
from Pemberton to Denmark. That will
open up o vast area of country and give the
settlers a new and splendid opportunity.
The Government also are going to build a
railway from Boyup Brook to Cranbrook.
The Premier said the other nighl that the
survey was going on. However, I want to
know when the railway will be started.

Mr. Withers: You wouldn’t have them
start before the survey was completed?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The greatest portion
of it has been surveyed already. The Gov-
ernment would find work for a lot of un-
employed on that line.

The Minister for Railways: Can you give
us some rails?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: There is no need to
wait for the rails, for you can start on the
eartiworks and build the bridges. I am
pleased to know also that the Government
propose to survey almost immediately the
railway from Manjimup to Mount Barker.
That will open up an immense tract of land,
cqual to that at Manjimup, of which the
Minister for Lands so wannly approves.
That railway will pay from its very incep-
tion and will accommodate thousands of
selflers. And, as I say, with three railwavs
about to be constructed there is no need to
bave unemployment in Western Australia.
TUnder the migration agreement we have
cheap money. Tt is now public properts
that we are going to make a great loss on
group settlement. Still, I will endeavour to
prove to the House and to the party erities
that things are not so bad in group settle-
ment as they are made out to be. I will
endeavour to prove—the Minister has denied
it—that in respect of group settlement
things are fairly good. The other evening
the member for Moore (Mr. Ferguson)
said the foreign element were the people
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to eclear the land; that Australians
would not do it, as the work was too hard.
That is a libel on Australians. There are
no finer axemen in the world than Austra-
lians, and no one can tell me that a
foreigner—a Greek, a Jugo-Slav, or what-
ever he may be—is a better man than the
average Australian bushman. In the tim-
ber and other industries the Australian
will do more work in six bours than a
foreigner ean do in 12 hours, and the only
reason the foreigners are favoured is that
they are cheap labour and in many in-
stances do not know the existing conditions.
They take jobs for half their value and, so
long ns they continue to do so, they will
be extremely popular. I speak feelingly on
this subjeet because I know that many
Australian bushmen are walking about the
city looking for employment and the
foreigners are doing the work that should
be theirs, Where our own men were re-
celving a certain price for eutting sleepers,
foreigners are delivering for less than hall
the union rate. That is why a great many
people favour the foreigners. An ares of
250 acres is being cleared at Jardee, and
a gentleman from Moora, who I presume
the member for the district knows, has let
a contract for the work. He is paying
Australian axemen £1 per day of eight
hours to elear the land.

Mr. Lindsay: It must be a Government
job.

Mre. J. H. SMITH: No; it is a contract
job, and the men are earning the £1 a day.

Mr. Sleeman: That is different from the
meun who got £1 for 234 months’ work.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: Something is wrony
when that ean oceur. Those who employ
the foreigners at cut rates are undermining
the Australian workmen. I do not wish
to attack the new member for Moore (Mzr,
Fergunson}, but I must refer to some of ais
remarks. He said he thonght the seaior
meiwnber for the district would take precad-
ence over him in addressing the House.
That member did not have an opportunity
to speak., The member for Moore put the
sting in the tail of his remarks by saying
he had just learnt that the interjeetion
made by the member concerned on the
night previously was the only speech he
had made or was likely to make. After
that, the member for Moore proceeded to
mete ont adulation to the Government
right and left.
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Mr. Lindsay: That was previously.

Mr. J. H SMITH : The member for
Moore said the Government had done this
and that for the Midland districts.

Mr. Ferguson: It is true, too.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: Aecording to him the
present  Government were the only ones
who had done anything for the people i
the Midland distriets.

Mr. Ferguson : They have done more
than any other Govermment.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: But why? Because
those distriets were represented by two
live members, the member for Irwin (Mr,
Maley) and the ex-member for Moore
{Colonel Denton). I know that on many
oceasions I was jealons, and so were other
membhers, of the suceess of those two repre-
senfatives in getting the Pramier and other
Ministers to visit the Midland districts and
give to the people there things that it was
impossible for us to get for the people
down here.

Mr. Lindsay: That is because you talk
too much in the House.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: No, the record of the
member for Toodyay far exceeds mine.

Mr Marshall: Tt does not matter how
much yon talk so long as yon do not say
anything.

Mr. J. H. SMITIL: One point is, we are
quite good tempered about it. T lstened
last night with disgust to the member for
Beverley (Mr. C. . Wanshrongh) talking
about something of which he knew nothing.
He =aid, in effect, tliat 50 per cent. of the
group settlers had left their holdings, a.é
that 48 per cent. were going to leave, and
that there was not 2 per cent. of good land
in the whole of the group areas. He even
conveyed the impression that there wua
not an aere of land in the South-West that
was of any value. The hon. member satis-
fied me that he was jumping at eonelusions,
He s0id that if he had a mind to, he eould
say, “T told you s0.” He had not then

heard the speech of the Minister for Lands.

I do not think the hon. member has ever
l'een to the groups, and I do not think he
knows anything about them. He econ-
demmned the growp settlements right and
left, and even said there is not an acre
of zood land at Bridgetown. When I con-
tradiected him, he said he counld throw a
ericket ball over all the good land on the
Blackwood River. That proves one of two
things—either he does not know good land
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when he sees it, or he has lbeen so long
rearing sheep and growing wheat in Bev-
erley that he knows vothing of agriculture
in other distriets. On top of that he
tackled the Vermin Act in & very bold and
aggressive manner. He linked it with the
financial question and said that the agri-
culturists contributed under the Vermin
Aet £22,000, which practically aceounted
for the vear’s surplus. If they had not
contributed the £22,000 under the Vermin
Aet, there would huve been a deficit, Then
he went on to say that only one section of
the community was affected by dogs. The
finest tax ever introdueced into Western
Australia is the vermin tax. When I say
that I am in disagreement with many of
my constituents, but I know what ravages
have been caused by dogs and the national
loss that the State has suffered for years.
The only way to exterminate the dingo is
by a continunous system of trapping, and
not by building dog-proof fences. In the
pastoral arcas and perhaps in the wheat
areas, it is possible to poison the dogs be-
eanse they have to come info the settled
areas when the natural food outhack is ex-
hausted, but in the thickly timbered ecoun-
try where there is much serub, it is im-
possible to poison them. In no ecircum-
stances is it possible to et a dingo to take
a bait.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Yoo could not find
the dog if it did take a bait.

Mr. J. H. SMITH : That would not
matter. The reason they will not take a
hait 18 that there is se much natural food
for them. The only way to exterminate
them is by trapping. The vermin tax
affects my constituents seriously. Under
the Act the boards can get £2 from the
central hoard and increase the amount by
another £4 or £5, as the dingoes become
seareer.

Mr. Lindsav: You have not read the new
regulations,

Mr. J. H, SMITH: No, but I have the
nssurance of the Minister that the loeal
boards ean get subsidies of £2 and pay up
to £10 if they so desire.

M. Lindsay: You can add 10s., and under
speeial cireumstances another £3. That is
the effect of the new regulations.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: That is different from
what the Minister told me. A serious mat-
ter I wish to bring under the notice of the
Minister for Railways is the shortamr of
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rolling stoek. The Minister doubtless will
tell us he has made great additions to the
rolling stoek. If he has done so, there is
stil a great shortage at certain periods
of the year, and the shortage seems to occur
during the fruit season when the boats are
in. As fruit is a perishable commodity that
bas to be loaded at specific times, special
provision should be made to ensure rolling
stock to convey it to the ports.

The Minister for Railways: We are build-
ing 50 trucks especially for that traffic,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am glad to hear
that.

The Minister for Railways: We are alse
building 12 hrake-vans whick will relense
12 move, making 62 in all.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: I am pleased to have
that assurance hecause last ycar we lost the
opportunity to ship several train loads of
fruit owing to the shortage of trurks. Much
of that L:zd to go on the local market, where-
as it should have been exported.

The Minister for Railweys: But you got
a good price tor 1.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes, but possibly we
would have got a much better price if it had
been shipped to London. We were unabla
to get either cattle or open trucks. The 50
new trucks will be only a drop in the ocean,
bevause the area ander orchard is being in-
areased year by year. The member for Swan
(Mr. Sampson) told us last night that the
fruit industry was declining and to support
his remarks he quoted from the Common-
wealth Year Book for the years 1915 and
1925. Everyone knows that the fruitgrowers
had a trying time cduring the war and for
two or three years afterwards. They counld
not get their froit away; it was rotting on
the ground. The orehardists had to turn
their attention to other means of making a
living, and the orchards were neglected. In
many instances, stock was turned into the
orchards and hundreds of acres of trees were
destrogyed. The area under orchards is now
inereaging by leaps and bounds. In my dis-
trict, and I dare say in other fruitgrowing
districts also, new orchards are constantly.
springing into existence. Fruit growing is
going to become one of our biggest indus-
tries. It has been proved that the world
wants our Western Ausiralian apples. We
had a wonderful season last year when close
on 800,000 cases of fruit were exported and
good prices were vealised. Good prices will
continue to be realised, because we are find-
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ing new markets every year. Germany is
again becoming a big eonsumer of our fruit,
and there are other markets that so far have
not been exploited. Still, the industry needs
a certain amount of assistancz, though not in
the overseas markets. The Federal Minister
for Markets has a scheme and is desirous
that Western Australian growers shounld
adopt it and form a pool. The Minister put
up a very fine case, I understand. I did not
attend his meeting at Bridgetown, but some
of my friends did, and no doubt Mr. Pater-
son has a wonderful grasp of his subject.
The growers, however, do not want any in-
terference with their f.0.b. shipments. They
want to reserve to themselves the right to
sell, if they so desire, to the agents in West-
ern Australia a proportion or even the whole
of their fruit as individual growers, but if
thay desire to take a risk, they wish to be
free to export. I do not know what partic-
ular market is to be exploited, but onee we
find we can sell in the different markets of
the world, why do we want fo sell through
a pool? I have had a good deal to do with
orchards though so far T am not an exporter,
but it appears to me that if we bave a board
appoioted by the growers, it will mean
bringing into existence some costly organisa-
tion that will entail the appointment of
agents overseas. I believe we must have
a certain number of middlemen in any indus-
try. If we could live up to our dreams,
we would like to bring the consumer and pro-
ducer together, a most desirable thing to
do. When we have markets established in
different parts of the world it is not good
poliey to interfere with them. I trust that
the Minister for Agriculture will not bring
down another fruit marketing Bill on the
lines of the Queensland Act, although I
know the member for Swan (Mr. SBampson)
is agitating in that direction. During the
course of the last election one of my oppon-
ents belittled the efforts I had made in the
interests of the Greenbushes tin mining in-
dustry. 1 contend I had been a pest to
the Minister for Mines, and the Minister
for Lands could have told the people there,
as could also my opponent, that I had been
instrumentsal in the Government putting up
£2,000 on top of the £1,000 that was raised
loeally in order to test the lode. This money
was put up for the purpose of sinking an-
other 50 feet on the Cornwall lode and driv-
ing 100 feet. To-day the money has been
all expended and the lode has not yet been
proved.
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Mr. Marshall: Has any boring been donc?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: No. Greenbushes has
been a great producer of tin for many
years. It is the only defined tin field in the
State. I want the Minister to ear-mark say,
£5,000 out of the £168,000 the Goverament
are getting from the Commonwealth for the
purpose of proving the lodes at Greenbushes.
Many practical men who have lived there
for many vears believe there is a great future
before the industry, although to-day it is
down and out. Tf the lode could be proved,
employment would he provided there for
hundreds of tnen.

Mr. Marshall: Tin propositions are better
than gold to-day.

Mr.J. H.SMITH: Tin is a stable mineral
which does not greatly fluctnate in price,
because the world’s snpplies are becoming
less every vear. I ask the Minister for Mines
favourably tu consider this industry at
Greenbuszhes. The other day when I spoke
to him he said nothing had been decided
abount the laying out of the £168,000. He
should ear-mark at least £5,000 of that snm
for expenditure at Greenbushes.

The Minister for Mines: You are very
moderate. If you ean put up & good ecase,
and £35,000 is all that you want, it ean be
obtained out of another vote.

The Minister for Railways : Provided
someone else puis up some money too.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: We have exhausted
all we have. Some people sold their socks
to raise the money that bronght in the £2,000.
At one time the timber industry was in a
very buoyant eondition, and it has been
great revenue producer for the railways.
We find from the Speech that £1,500,000
worth of timber was exported from West-
ern Australia last year. This industry re-
quires a little more sympathetie eonsidera.
tion. The trouble is we have a Conservator
who is practieally a supreme being. The
Minister does not dare to exercise any con
tro! over him. He administers the Forests
Act, which is a ridiculous one and ought to
be amended. I have asked that it should be
amended, and that drasti¢ alterations should
be made. There are quantities of timber
abutting on exisling railways. This is de-
teriorating and has been deteriorating for
many years, The State should have been
enjoying the royalty from that timber, but
no one can get the use of it. Something will
have to be done with if, for the forests are
going back year by year.
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The Minister for Railways: That does not
require an amendment to the Aet,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Conservator will
not throw these Crown lands open. He
wants to build up a big monopoly for the
State. In effect he says we must wait until
all the private paddocks are eut out, and we
will then throw open the Crown lands and
derive a tremendous royalty from them.

The Minister for Railways: Not at all.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If that is not the
case, why are the Governnent allowing the
Conservator to hold up the country? The
ofiicials of the Iforests Department are
gradually learning. At one time they told
us that a fire was the worst thing that conld
oecur in g jarrah forest, and they spent
£50,000 to £60,000 in building fire breaks.
Hundreds of men were employed at Mun:
daring constructing these breaks and look-
outs, und were kept on duty throughout the
24 hours. Immediately the lookouts saw
any smoke, a gang of men was rushed awny
to put out the fire. The same thing applies
to Collie and other distriets. That system
has now been altered, and it is said thai
ereeping or slow fives are required. Men are

‘instrueted to go through the forests at snit-

able times in the year and put a fire through,
beeause that is found to be the only way to
germinate the jarrah seed.

The Minister for Railways: That is quite
a different thing from allowing the forests
to be destroyed.

Mr. J. H. SMITH:
of State forests.

The Minister for Railways: That is why
the system of fire protection was brought
mn

I am not a destroyer

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Timber is one of our
oreatest assets. There is also a gystem of
ringbarking. [ was tackled on the question
by the Premier last year. I made an elab-
orate statement and said that 10,000 acres
of forests were being ringbarked. 1 spoke
too soon. As a matter of faet only 3,000
acres of forests were ringbarked. T hase
brought the matter up since then. I did
some good because the State has derived
considerable revenue from those aress, for
the cutters were able to get into them and
are still cutting the timber. In the past
Australian bushmen had an exeellent chanece
of making a living in the industry. To-day
on account of the intrusion of the foreigu
element, the Jugo Slavs, Italians and Greeks,
Australians are heing squeezed out. These
foreigners are even carting the sleepers they
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ent to the siding. Millars practically got
the whole of the last foreign tender. They
have stocks on hand, while other people have
to cnt in expectation of securing a eontract
or part of a contract. The resnlt is that the
other firms are apt to be squeezed out, and
in some cuses have lost many thousands of
pounds. The price of sleepers eame down
from between £5 15s. and £7 to about £3 15s.
Seme people bought paddocks at a royaliy
of 15s. per load and had to ecart 10 or 15
miles. Practically the only people who are
working in the industry, except a few Aus-
tralians who are within the circle, are the
foreign people. These foreigners have their
own trucks. They are landing their sleepers
at the siding at between £3 12s. 6d. and
£3 155, They must be cutting sleepers at
about half the union rates. While that sort
of thing is allowed, we shall never build up
the industry.

Mr. Marshall: Who is the emnployer?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: These foreigners are
taking their sleepers into the siding, and
selling them wherever they can.

Mr. Marshall: The individnal himself is
doing this.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: As a sub-contractor.

Mr. Marshall: From whom do they get
the right to cut?

Mr. J. IL SMITH: Any individnal may
make a contract with Millars after arranging
with the foreigners to supply him with
sleepers at a certain pricee He adds what
he thinks is necessary to that price and sells
to Millars.

Mr. Marshall:
sleepers eut?

Mr, J. H. SMITH: From private pro-
perty. A man may say to the foreigners
he will give them £3 15s. for their sleepers
at the siding, and he may be selling them for
£4 13s.

Mr. Clydesdale: How would you remedy
that?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It cannot be remedied
without amending the Aet. These foreigners
do not pay income tax of any deseription.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They were
working for the Government.

The Minister for Railways: Not now. It
is some five or six weeks since they were
stopped.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: They were working
for the State Sawmills.

The Minister for Railways; Not now.

Mr. J. H. SVMITH: They have been
stopped since I referred to the matter dur-

From whose land are the
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ing the election, Something will have o be
done for the industry, which is in a bad way.
A great deal was said during the elections
about the actions of the (overnment in
sending men into the electorates in time to
be cnrolled for the general election in the
South-West, and in other parts of the State,

The Minister for Railways: We sent out
500 men during the last fortnight. What
ahout that?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am not squealing
about men going to my district, but it seemed
peculiar that they should have been sent
there in Janunary, in fime for the election, and
that they should bave to leave in April on
nccount of the wet weather. The policy was
laid down that they should go in November
and work until April. I wish to refer to roll-
stufing. I do not know that we ean blame
the Government for that, but it oceurred in
my distriet. A number of men went into my
electorate after the 7th January. I can prove
that np to the hiit. The endorsed Labour
eandidate went down {o my electorate on
the Thursday. The roll was closed on the
Sunday. He placed a number of these
men’s names on the roll. He filled in their
claim eards. He and other officials of the
L'nion signed the cards on the Thursday, col-
lected them on the Friday, and delivered
them to Bridgetown, 80 miles away, on the
Saturday morning. I heard all about this,
and I went along on the Monday morning
{0 see the cards, as a candidate has a right to
do with a view to lodging objections. To
my surprise I found that under instructions
from the Chiet Eleetoral Officer, the Bridge-
town electoral officer had forwarded the
cards to Perth. They arrived in Perth, and
I had to make a speeial application to get
them sent back. This meant that 10 days
clapsed before the cards were back in
Bridgetown. When they had returned, I
picked out 14 and lodged objections {0 them,
in each ease paying a deposit of 2s. 6d. The
cages were set down to be heard under the
Electoral Act. The men concerned lived at
Northeliffe and elsewhere, and the nrdinary
notices were sent to them., Those notices
arrived too late for the sitting of the court
to be held during the third week in Febru-
ary. Aceordingly the cases could not be set
down for hearing until the following month.
By that time the election writ had been is-
sned and objection could not be taken. The
cases were thrown out, and my money was
refunded. There, I say, was a pure instance
of roll-stuffing, whether it was the faunlt of
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the Government or the fault of the selected
candidate.

Mr. Marshall: 1 am not questioning the
accuracy of your statement, but can you tell
me how the 14 individuals you pieked out
would have voted?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: 1 bave no idea.

Mr. Marshall: [t always seems o be as-
sumed that they would have voted Labour.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Now as to roads and
bridges. The member for Bunbury (Mr.
Withers) recently spoke about the good
roads in the South-West.

Mr. Withers: I was speaking of your
elcetorate, not of mine.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: There are no good
roads in my electorate except on the groups.
However, I consider that this State has
adopted the right policy regarding road con-
struction From years of experience in loeal
government 1 can certify that with the
limited (inances of the road boards and the
increased traflic on the roads it would be
bupessible to make and repair roads with-
out some method of construetion by a body
such as the Main Roads Board. Many peo-
ple are wroth with the Government on aec-
count of the discontinuance of the road sub-
sidy, but they do not seem to realise that to-
day the Government are providing in that
respect a certain amount from general re-
venue, which amount in the ordinary course
would have been given as subsidy towards
roud construction.

Mr. Lindsay:
from revenue?

Mr. J. H. SMITH:
revenue.

The Minister for Railways:
comes from revenue.

Mr. Lindsay: It comes from Loan.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Federal road
grant has been and will be of wonderful as-
sistance. For 10 years the road boards are
to have £2,000 anuually to spend on roads,
and eventually we shall have a splendid road
system throughout Western Australia. By
reason of the increased traffic obtaining, that
is the only feasible policy. It appears to me,
however, that under the main roads scheme
the job is not done in quite the right way.
One section of a road is made, and another
section left undone. Apparently, the money
allocated for a certain road is exhausted by
the construefion of, say, a couple of miles,
and then the whole of the plant is shifted
elsewhere, half a mile or a mile of the road

Does the amount come
It must come from

Some of it
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being left absolutely impassable. One can-
not drive through that section or ride
through it. In three or four years’ time, no
doubt, the board will return to that road
and finish it. Generally speaking, however,
we are on tbe right lines as to roads and
bridges. Now I wish o deal with group
setttement. I listened with great interest to
the statement of the Minister for Lands.
Some members of the Chamber, T think, were
greatly disappeinted, hecause the Minister
was so fair, I was led to believe that he
would ~ondemn the whole scheme from one
end to the other.

The Minister for Railways: Who told you
that?

Mr. J, H. SMITH: T was led to believe
that his statement would siartle the country.
Instead we found the Minister dealing
with the position fairly, and to a great ex-
tent on its merits as he sees it through his
glasses—possibly not as T see it. I also
Lelieve that the Minister is, if aoylhing,
too fair in regard to his officers, We must
not forget for a moment that the present
Government have been conirolling group
settlement for nearly 3% years. The pre-
vious Government spent just over a million
on group settlement, and we must not for-
get that the present Government have run
the total to about five millions. Neither
must we forget that the officers controlled
by the present Government are the officers
who administered the scheme under the
previous Government, and are the officers
who made all these blupders, or supposed
blunders. The same officers are in control
of the secheme to-day, and are advising the
Minister as to the blocks fo be deelared
useless, T shall not touch on the Peel
Estate groups, or on the Busselton and
Denmark groups. I shall leave the mem-
hers representing those distriets to do so
for themselves, I shall, however, touch on
groups in my own distriet. I am unable to
understand the figures which have been
quoted as to pasture costing £60 per acre
to put down.

Mr. Lindsay: That includes clearing.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: I know that, but I
do not think the clearing would cost more
than £3 or £4 per acre in some places, rising
to U20 or £30 in other plaees. Clearing
may have cost more than £30 per acre at
No. 1 group.

Mr. Lindsay: There it cost fifty odd
pounds per aere.
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Mr. J. H. SMITH : The Minister says
that it has cost £7 per acre to put down
pasture. Suppose eclearing cost £50 per
acre; then with £7 for putting down pas-
ture, there is a tofal cost of only £57. 1In
other cases, where the clearing cost £20
per acre, the total cost would be £27 per
acre. But the Minister gave the total cost
as £60 to £70 in some instances, and as
£90 in one case.

Mr., Lindsay : Those
houses and so forth.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: No. The Miunistor
said the figures applied only to pasture. 1
fail to see how they are arrived at. My
belief is that group settlement has a future.
I had the opportunity of going throngh the
groups with the Minister. While ou the
job I wish to have a protest recorded in
“Hansard.!” It is a protest against the
utterances of the member for Beverley
(Mr. C. P. Wansbrough) last night, utter-
ances in which he belittled the men in the
group areas, saying that the wrong class
of migrant had been sent there. Evidently
the hon. member did not know what he was
talking about. The group settlers in my
distriet comprise many sterling Austra-
lians, and many of ihe finest Englishmen
and Secotchmen I have ever met in my lifa2
—as good workers as ever went on a farm,
practical men in every respect. Yet we
had the member for Beverley declaring
that the wrong eclass of people had been
sent to the groups. The hon. member is,
I believe, the seeretary of his party. 1
do not know whether he has anthoriiyv to
speak for the party; I hope not. My
opponent at the last election, a Country
Party candidate, was a great advocate of
group settlement. He did not tell the
group seitlers that they were th: wrong
class of people. I repeat, T hope tha mem-
ber for Beverley was not speaking for his
party. It is dreadful that any member of
this Chamber should speak of the seitlers
in such terms. We are Australians, and
so we are the progeny of Britons, and of
the same blood as the people on the groups,
whom the hon. member belittled. A mem-
ber of this Chamber is not showing much
respeet when he speaks of the group
settlers as the wrong class of people. T
challenge the member for Beverley to go
among the proup settlers and make that
remark to them. T wish to register my
protest against the hon. member’s ufter-
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ance. I1i is pleasing to me to learn that
the Minister for Lands proposes to take
the group settlemeni scheme out of the
control of one man. He tells us, in effect,
that the present Government have been
responsible for gronp settlement during
more than three years and have spent over
four millions sterling under an Advisory
Board comprising Mr. MecLarty and his
officers. The Minister proposes to do away
with that Advisory Board and to substi-
tute for it a new board which will get
more closely in touch with the group
settlers and see more for itself. But the
Minister has not told us why the Advisory
Board who have been administering the
scheme under his predecessor are now de-
claring that the land is no good, after all
that amount of money has been spent on
it. The Minister must have received from
those officers a report stating that after
3% years they bave arrived at the coneln-
sion that there is no warrant for going on
with the scheme further. 'That report
must have suggested to the Minister that
he should abandon the present holdings
and settle the men on other blocks. There
is something radically wrong in the present
position. Another thing that strikes me
as very funny is that the settlers knew in
March last, before the election, that they
were going to be transferred from North-
¢liffe to other blocks. I did not know any-
thing about that until I went on the gronps
with the Minister after the eleetions were
over. The setilers knew before. How they
got the information I do not know. I do
not agree that that country is bad. I be-
lieve that some day Northeliffe will be cne
of the finest areas in the whole of the
South-West. In my opinion the black sana
plain country will prove all right for pas-
fure, root crops, maize, and other dairying
requisites. 1 have arrived at this eonciu-
sion through having travelled with the
Minister over that country. We rode over
it. T agree that it is absolute madress Lo
put new settlers on that plain, not by
reason of the seil, but on account of the
want of a drainage system of any deserip-
tion, While the Minister and I were
ridine over the settlement, our horses were
gsometimes up to their knees in water. By
reason of the water, the children were pre-
vented from going to school. There must
be something radically wrong if conditions
like those can continne for three yenrs,



238

If the State is going to lose money I shall
sincerely regret it, but I do noi for a
moment admit that that country will not
prove to be good. I was pleased to hear
the Minister qualify his statement by say-
ing that possibly we are a generation or
so too soon. He said, “‘Let us seitle the
good land in those districts first, and then
settle the other land with the help of a
good drainage scheme.’’ The Minister and
I also went through some magnificent new
country, as it was called, east of Northcliffe,
If settlement goes on in that distriet, I
would like to see it extended through
that good karri and vedgum country. I
do not want the Minister to have any salvag-
ing operations. If we are to do that, it
will merely represent a bad proposition
again. If he has definitely decided to trans-
fer the settlers from these groups to different
land, T suggest that he leaves the boundary
fenees where they are so that in the summer
months there will be somewhere for the set-
tlers to furn their ecattle in, and give their
pastures a rest. Only the other day T was
speaking to several persoms at Northeliffe
who are anxious to jump in and select that
country if it is thrown open. They were
very definite in their determination. I un-
derstand there is a possibility of some sal-
vaging being attempted, and that it is pro-
posed to pull up fences and so on. T know
that the houses will have to be taken away,
but T hope that the fenees and so on will be
left. Dealing with the methods on the
groups during the last two or three years,
I Eknow that the Government appointed a
Royal Commission to inguire into group
settlement matters, and it is evident that the
Minister for Lands kas based his group set-
tlement policy on the recommendations of
the Royal Commission. One of those recom-
mendations wes that the sustenance allow-
ance should go by the hoard because it was
not working satisfactorily. In lieu of that
system the Commission advocated that clear-
ing should be done by contract. In other
words, it should be done by piece work in-
stead of on sustenance. That policy was
adopted. Probably owing to the fact that
some of the officials did not know what to
charge, a number of the settlers made fabu-
lous monthly cheques amounting to £70 or
£80., Then there was a cirenlar issued !imit-
ing earnings, but the fact remains that in-
stead of being farmers, many of the settlers
were really converted into clearing eon-
tractors, pure and simple. The Minister
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stated that some of the setilers bad most of
their Loldings practically cleared. My idea
regarding group settlement clearing is that
immediately a settler has a certain area of
land cleared, he should sow his pasiures.
There should be no strict regulations as to
ihe nomber of cows be should carry. If a
settler can carry two or three cows only, let
him start with {hat nomber and then pro-
eceed with a buiiding up process. If that
system were adopted, they would be hetter
off, Under the present system, the powers
that be insist upon & settler doing so much
clearing in specified periods, with the resnlf
that the settlers hecome clearing contractors.
Some of them are anxious to get on their
own property and develop it properly. They
cannot do that, however, because clearing
has to be dope in some other part of the
group area. I blame the Government for
the system; the fact remains that during
the last three years the settlers have had no
chanece to do any farming, They have nof
had the implements to farm with, nor have
they had the seed or fertiliser. They were
merely told what they had to do.

Mr. Lindsay: That has been so from the
ineeption. The scttlers have not been al-
lowed to develop their own initiative.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: They have not been
hoilding up their holdings and it is hard to
know where all the monev has gone. The
settlers should have been gradnally feeling
their way and finding their feet. We find
a lot of stoek on the grouns znd the officialg
have been going round deeciding that because
a certain settler has so mueh pasturage he
must have a eertain number of stock. Then
the stoek are sent down hut the setiler is
unable to carry the stock except in the flush
geason.

Mr. Lindsay: Who is responsible for the
stock being sent down?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T suppose it is the
officer in charge of that work.

Mr. Lindsay: The dairv expert?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T presume it is the
dairy expert who is on the board. At any
rate the seitler has to take the stock sent to
him. Under the new system proposed by
the Minister, the members of the hoard, I
presume, will be closely in touch with the
settlers and they will make their inguiries
there before submitting recommendations.
I hope it will be a board of practical men.

Mr. Richardson: Who will they be?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not know. Per-
sonally, I do not care who they will be so
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long as they are practical men, I hope they
will give the settlers an opportunity to farm
instead of being merely clearing contractors.
1f that is done, the men will become more
independent, knowing that they are working
for themselves. I hope that the propoesal to
abandon some blocks and amalgamate others
will not have any detrimental effect so far
as the Imperial and Commonwealth Govern-
menis are concerned.  When the Premier
went to Kngland, his name was made to a
great extent on the speeches he delivered.
Of course I know that be has personality
and ability that enable him when he meets
other statesmen of the Empire to prove his
worth. His speeches referred to the won-
derful possibilities of land settlement in
Waestern Australia and particularly with re-
gard to group settlement, He was received
with great acclaim in the Old Country. We
know that we have sent the ex-Minister for
Lands to the Old Country as Agent General
and sinee Mr. Angwin bas been there, he has
spoken on every oeccasion about the group
settiement scheme and the posabilities for
the future. There are many other matters
regavding the scheme that T shall be able to
deal with at a later date and will not stress
them now. 1When the Minister for Lands
was touring the group settlements he was
impressed regarding the possibilities of
fruit growing. He grasped the idea that it
would be a great thing if the settlers were
to have three acres planted with exporl
apples,

Mr. A. Wansbrough: And if they had a
few beehives too.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If the settlers, especi-
ally abont Hester, and other similar apple-
growing country, were to plant that area, the
trees would bring in a considerable amount
to them.

The Minister -for Lards: It is important
to do both.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I know that we must
have the dairying industry there.

The Minister for Lands: If they can go
in for hoth, T shall be pleased.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: We know the seftlers
must po in for mixed farming if they ave
to be snccessful. As to the question of ecows,
when we were visiting Group 10 we wmet a
settler who was milking six eows and he was
farming very well indeed. He had a beau-
tiful holding divided into paddocks and a
shed full of fine clover hay. If the critics
of the group settlement scheme could see
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what large numbers of the group settlers
were doing, they would have no further
fears regarding the future.

The Minister for Lands: "There was that
man named Green from the goldfields as
well.

Mr.J.H.SMITH : Yes, and dozens of them
who will make good. It is said by some that
dairying will not pay. OFf course we have
some pets of cows in the group areas! Thero
were some hought by Mr. Hampshire, onr
dairy expert. Some were hought in New
South Wales and some in other parts of
Western Australia. Then there were those
bounght by Ar. Hall, who is going to classify
the group settlements, He bought a lot at
£15 and £16 for which no one wounld
give 15s. There is no doubt when
we come to find out how much has
bheen expended on group settlement and
the amount that has been wasted, we re-
alise what a load the scheme has to earry.
But 1 was talking about the man with the
six cows. Those cows ore bringing him in
£14 per month, He did not buy them from
the Group Settlement Board, but picked
them for himself.

The Minister tor Lands: One swallow does
not make a summer,

Mr. J. H, SMITH : But go to other places
where they have cows and you will find that
they have not the pasture. The Minister
says they are now laying down the rule that
each holding must have 15 cows. But you
cannot milk 153 eows continuously all the
year round; you must have them coming in
and going out.

My, Lindsay: Youn would require 22 cows
to milik 15 all the year round.

Mr, J. H, SMITH: And of 15 cows ap-
proximately only ten could be milked all the
vear round. People say a living cannot be
made from ten cows; and they say also that
78 aeres of land is too small for any man in
that distriet who has to make a living. Actn-
ally, many of the successfnl men down there
have made a livelihood off 30 or 40 acres.

Mr. Thomson: Dairying only?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: No, general mixed
farming.

The Miuister for Lands: But some of the
older settlers had the whole of the country
eway to Albany to run their cattle on.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Perhaps so, but 75
per cent. of them had only about 400 acres
with 70 or 80 acres cleared.
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Mr. Lindsay: And another few thousand
acres to carry the dry stoek.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I say that from 80
to 100 acres will be ampls in that district,
especially in the good heavy soil country.

The Minister for Lands: But you must
give the seltler a chance.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Of course. At Bridge-
town to-day mumbers of people are on very
small holdings and are able to run their
motor cars without ewing any man anything.
Those people for the most part have ten or
12 cows each.

Mr. Thomson: You cannot get a motor
ear and run it ont of ten or 12 cows.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: A man named Mol-
ten gave me an assurance that for the last
tbree years he has lived and put into the
hank on fixed deposit £300 per anhum. He
has five acres of orchard, ten or 12 cows and
60 zcres of other land,

Mr. Lindsay: This is all very different
from your opposition to the £18 per annum
for cows when you were dealing with Cir-
cunlar 88.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: But these are good
eows. The hon. member is endeavouring to
misinterpret me. When, last year, in deal-
ing with Circular 88, I was pautting up that
ease I was objecting to the settler being
debited for cows that were not bringing him
in anything. Some of the settlers milking
three or four cows had to buy their own
butter, simply because there was no feed. If
you have not the grass, no matter how well-
bred the animal, it cannot arrive at the full
producing stage. I was pleased with the Min-
ister’s fairness to-night when he was dealing
with group setflement; fairness, that is to
say, as he sees the scheme. I believe he had
his eyes opened down on the gronp settle-
ments. Previous to his taking over the port-
folio for Lands I suspect that he was biased
against the South-West. However, it seems
that he has now fallen into line with those
who “came to scoff and remeined to pray.”
I hope not too mueh fire will be heaped upon
his head over those 500 abandoned blocks. At
Northeliffe unless a great deal of expendi-
ture was to be ineurred, what was done was
the only thing to do. I do not agree that
the land was no good. That land will come
inte its own some day and prove a wonder-
ful asset to the eountry; but there must he
drainage before we can settle that plain area
around Northeliffe. Of course, some of the
counfry with natnral drainage will be suceess-
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tully settied. There is a great deal more I
should like to say on gronp settlement but I
do not wish to delay the House any further.
In the interests of group settlement I will
give the Minister every assistance that I ecan.
To those who say that group settlement is
going to be a failure I say it has been built
up too mueh. I am sure that if it had been
carried on under the administration of the
Government that inaugnrated the scherce, we
shouid have had far greater results to-day;
for we should have had hundreds of men
farming on the groups to-day, and that
al only half the cost. I believe that instead
of those men heing converted into clearing
contraetors, as they have been, had they
been given a plough and horses and—

The Minister for Lands: That is hardly
fair. The officials administering the groups
were appointed by your Government. More-
over, yon have always commended Mr. Ang-
win and it is not fair to go back on him
now that he is away.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I said that if under
the administration of our Goveroment, I
believe those men would have been farmers.

Hon. H. Millington: You lave been let
down lightly. You ought to be satisfied.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I have not been let
down lightly; it does not affeet me. I be-
lieve it would have been a far better proposi-
tion if those men had been made farmers.
1 do not wish to bring polities into the thing,
but T believe it will be made political and
that it will be thumped all round the eoun-
try that it took the Labour Government and
the brave Minister for Lands to go down
and rectify the blunders made in the past.

The Minister for Lands: I do net want
that, T eare too much for the future.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: I do not think the
Minister himself will say it, but there are
plenty of others who will.

The Minister for Lands: The one respon-
sible for the scheme to-day is gone to-mor-
row,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The present
Government have teen in control of group
settlement for 314 years and they say I am
responsible.

My, J. H SMITH: I did not hear that.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: No, but it is
said.

My, J. H. SMITH: T have heard people
say that the blunders were made by the
Mitehell Government, and I have heard it
said that the same Government were respon-
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sible for putting men on the sandplain eoun-
try at Northeliffe.

Mr. Thomson: Who put them there? 1t
was the Government.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It was not our Gov-
ernment. As I shall have an opportunity
to speak on group settlement at a later stage,
I shall not delay the House longer on this
occasion,

On motion by Mr. Lindsay, debate ad-
Jjourned.

House adjourned at 10.52 p.m.

Lcaislative Council,
Thursday, 11th August, 1987.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon, G. W, Miles, leave of
absence granted to Hon, Sir E. H. Wit-
tenoom (North) for six consecutive sittings
on the ground of urgent private business.

PAPERS—RAILWAY, FREMANTLE
TO ESPERANCE.

On motion by Hon. H. Stewart, ordered—
That the report of the KEngineer-in-Chief,
recommending a main trunk railway line
from Fremantle to Esperance in P.W.D. file
1863/23, be laid on the Table of the House.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seventh Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER (East) [4.35]:
Once again we have had the pleasure of
listening to a Governor’s Speech. 1 con-
_gratulate the sponsors of the Speech, but
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furtber than that will not go. Those who
frame these Speeches seem to lose sight of
the necessity for curtailing the subsequent
debates. The documents cover almost every
subject that could be imagined, and are re-
sponsible for the lengthy debates that fol-
low. Reference is made at the beginning of
the Speech to the retiring Agent Genperal,
and to his successor. Western Australia is
fortunate in having had as Agent Genersl
such an able man as Sir Hal Colebatch. It
is also favoured in respect of its new Agent
General, Mr. W. C. Angwin. In the latter
gentleman we have a really good represen-
tative, and there is nothing lacking in him
from that point of view. Gcod service was
certainly given by Siv Hal Colebateh, It is
time, however, that Parliament turned its
attention to the duration of the term of
Agent General, Sir Hal left Western Aus-
tralia some three years ago to represent this
State in England. Members of Parliament
know it takes eonsiderable time for them
properly to settle down to their work, and
to do justice to Ltheir positions as represen-
tatives of their constituents. Far more is
that the case with the gentleman who is ap-
pointed to the position of Agent General.
His duties are far wider and more far-
reaching and important than those of a mem-
ber of Parliamenf. It must take him fully
two out of the three years to get properly
into harness, and 1o become widely known.

Hon. J. Cornell: The same thing might
be said of members of Parliament.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Members of Par-
liament have an opportunity of being re-
turned in order that they may carry on their
work, but an Agent General has no such
opportunity. From the point of view of the
State it is bad that an Agent General should
serve only for three years, and it is worse
for the individual himself that he should be
appointed for so short a time. An Agent
General proceeding to England has to break
up his home and his business connections, if
he has any. A man wheo is fit to occupy
that position is generally one who is con-
rected with some important business sffairs.
In the ease of Mr. Angwin [ believe that
this did not arise beeaunse he gave up his
whole time fo polities. As a rule, an Agent
General has to break up everything when
bhe goes Home, at tremendous saerifice to
himself. Although Mr. Angwin belongs to
a different political faith, I say in justice
to him, and for the sake of the State itself,



